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Nebraska Bird Eeview 


1966 (FORTY-FIRST) SPRING MIGRATION AND 
OCCURRENCE REPORT 


Two hundred ninety six species 
are listed in this report, from 19 
localities. The number of species for 
each reporting area is given in paren¬ 
theses after the area name. As in the 
last several reports, Flickers are 
reported without differentiation be¬ 
tween Red- and Yellow-shafted. 

Two dates indicate the first and 
last record for a particular area. 
The symbols used in the tabulation 
are: 

for the months, Ja, F, Mr, Ap, 
My, Je; 

W - to indicate a species which 
was present before January 1; 

- S to indicate a species which 
remained after June 30; 

P to indicate a species which is 
present all year, although the same 
individual birds may not be present 
during the whole year and the num¬ 
ber of birds present may vary greatly 
during the year; 

b in the Scotts Bluff County column 
to indicate an observation made in 
adjoining Banner County; 

p in the Gage County column to 
indicate observations made in ad¬ 
joining Pawnee County; 

s in the Lancaster County column 
to indicate observations made in ad¬ 
joining Saunders County; 

H for birds noted as present, but 
with no definite date given; 

? in the York County column as 
a reminder that the dates are first 
dates only; 

( ) around dates given in the Daw¬ 
son and Richardson Counties columns 
as a rem.inder that these are spot 
observations and do not pretend to 
cover the whole half year. 

The information is presented in a 
rough west (left column) to east 
(right column) order, with areas 
of about the same longitude presented 
in a north to south order. The names 
of the reporters (and of the observ¬ 
ers where known) and any special 


comments are given below by coun¬ 
ties in alphabetical order: 

Adams (Central) (161), Hastings; 
Miss Vera Maunder for the Brooking 
Bird Club. NBR 33:77 gives a note 
on the Gray Partridge. 

Adams (Southwest) (126), Hol¬ 
stein; Harold and Elwin Turner. On 
the Scoters Mr. Turner reported that 
he came around a bend in a pond’s 
shoreline May 17 and got just a 
glimpse of a male Scoter as it dived, 
too quickly for a positive identifica¬ 
tion as to species. On May 25, on the 
same pond, he was able to get a 
better look at a female Scoter and 
from the grayish tinge to the under¬ 
tail coverts and the lack of white in 
the wings as it flew identified it as a 
Common Scoter. A late Green-winged 
Teal was seen June 18, the Empido- 
nax flycatcher probably was a Least 
from its size, and Common Redpolls 
were scarce after March 10. 

Brown (120), Ainsworth; Mrs. 
Edith Hurlbut, Mrs. E. C. Logan. 
Only the month was recorded. The 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were seen 
at close range on Mrs. Hurlbut’s 
feeder and also in Mr. Logan’s yard, 
during and after a late blizzard - 
a storm which brought to the feeders 
other birds not usually seen during 
the winter. One Chipping Sparrow 
spent the winter at Mrs. Hurlbut’s 
feeder. 

Cass (163), Plattsmouth; Mrs. 
Donald Wood, Mrs. Jean; Schneider, 
Gary Drown. The Greater Scaup was 
identified from the wing stripe and 
the head color. It was seen by the 
three observers listed above and also 
by representatives of the Game Com¬ 
mission. The Cinnamon Teal was seen 
by Mr. Drown, who is the manager of 
the Plattsmouth Refuge, where most 
of the water bird observations were 
made. The maximum numbers on the 
Refuge this spring were: Canada 
Geese, 500; White-fronted Geese, 200; 
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Snow and Blue Geese, 30,000; Mal¬ 
lards, 35,000; Arnerican Widgeon, 
3,000; Wood Ducks, 100. A Brown 
Thrasher and three Robins were seen 
January 1, and two Common Crackles 
January 2. The Worm-eating Warbler 
was seen at Elmwood by Mrs, Wood, 
who had time to watch it near by 
and to see the head markings. 

Dawes (135), Chadron and the 
south-central part of the county * 
Doris Gates, Daniel E. Hatch, and 
Mrs. W. A. Neeland. Mrs. Neeland 
reported about 800 Sandhill Cranes 
April 6, and that she was surprised 
not to see Burrowing Owls this sum¬ 
mer. The Rose-breasted Grosbeak was 
the first that Miss Gates had seen in 
the Chadron area. 

Dawson (13), Carol Kinch. These 
are some arrivals picked up by Miss 
Kinch in some short visits to Dawson 
County, where she used to live. The 
Greater Scaup was noted on a seep¬ 
age pond from Johnson Lake, in with 
Mallards and Lesser Scaup. The head 
color and size distinguished it from 
the Lesser. 

Douglas-Sarpy (183), Omaha and 
Bellevue; Carl Swanson, Mrs. S. A. 
Perkins, R. G. Cortelyou, J. M. Mal- 
kowski. Father A. J. Dachauer, Mrs. 
E. 0. Goodson, Mrs. Howard Holm¬ 
gren, Dr, Mary Tremaine, Roger S. 
Sharpe. A late Ring-necked Duck 
was seen June 19 {NBR 34:77). The 
Chuck-will’s-widow probably was 
there before and after the dates 
given. Residents of the area (just 
south of Dodge on the Elkhorn) said 
that this was the third or fourth year 
they had heard its calls. A Brown 
Thrasher was seen from the first of 
the year through February 12; an 
early Magnolia Warbler was seen 
March 28, 

Gage (132), Beatrice; Kent Fiala. 
Four trips were made to Burchard 
Lake, in adjoining Pawnee County, 
between March 27 and May 29, and 
birds seen there and not in Gage 
County are marked ‘‘p”. The Prairie 


Chickens are year-round residents in 
Pawnee County, but are dated for 
the times they were seen. Red-tailed 
Hawks, Bobwhite, Flicker, Horned 
Lark, Brown Creeper, and Song Spar¬ 
row probably were present in Gage 
County all winter, but are dated 
with the first record for 1966 because 
of the long gap from the first of the 
year. Cedar Waxwings were also seen 
May 15 and 16; Yellow Warbler on 
June 14; and Harris Sparrow on 
June 6. 

Harlan (84), Stamford; Mrs. John 
Bankers. 

Lancaster (173), Lincoln; Miss 
Carol Kinch, Oscar Alexis, and Ralph 
Harrington for the Audubon Natur¬ 
alists Club. Birds seen at Ceresco^ 
Flats, immediately north of Lancas¬ 
ter County in Saunders County, are 
marked ‘‘s”. The Canada Geese seen 
April 21 were identified as Hutchins’. 
The Black Duck was seen at Emerald 
Lake, and it showed a very dark 
body with a somewhat lighter head 
and neck and a “deep lovely violet” 
speculum. The Snowy Egret had a 
rather disheveled appearance from 
the plumes, and when it flew the 
legs appeared dark and seemed to 
end abruptly without feet. Late birds 
included: Gadwall, May 29 and June 
15; Redhead, June 1; Lesser Scaup, 
June 15; Common Goldeneye, April 
19. A Turkey Vulture was seen Janu¬ 
ary 9. A Ring-billed Gull was seen 
June 15. The Pigmy Nuthatch was 
reported in NBR 33:49. A Brown 
Thrasher was seen January 1 and 
February 6. The Summer Tanager 
was seen and identified in the Alexis’ 
back yard at 1216 Van Dorn. A 
Rufous-sided Towhee was seen Janu¬ 
ary 22. 

Lincoln (168), North Platte and 
Hershey; Mrs. M. F. Shickley, Mrs. 
W. H. Nielson, Mrs. M. A. Cox. Eight 
Great Blue Herons were seen on the 
Platte January 1. 

Logan (121), Stapleton; Earl W. 
text continued on page 21 
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- s 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 


• 

- S 


- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

Ye 1low-bilied 

- 

- 

Je 2 

Je 25 

Je 4 

Je 4 

- 

Je 11 

Je 18 

My 12 

- 

. 

- 

Je 14 

My 28 

My 20 

My 24 

. 

Cuckoo 



- S 


- S 

- S 


- S 


Je 24 





- S 

- S 

- S 


Black-billed 

- 

My 30 

My 27 

Je 13 

Je 12 

- 

Je 

- 

My 28 

- 

- 

Je 4 

Je 12 

- 

Je 19 

Je 1 

Je 1 

- 

Cuckoo 


- S 

Je 1 


- S 


- S 





- S 

- S 



- S 

- S 


Barn Owl 

- 

Ap 20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 

- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Screech Owl 


■Te 4 

F 26 





. 

. 

Je 30 

Mr 30 

. 

P 

. 

P 

P 

. 

. 



Je 30 

















Great Horned Owl 


P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

Ja 3 

Ja 2 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 











Ap 30 

? 








Snowy Owl 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

Ja 

- 

Ja 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Burrowing Owl 

Ap 14 

- 

. 

- 

My 7 

Ap 27 

Je 

- 

Ap 6 

Je 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 20 

- 

- 


- S 




- S 

- S 













Barred Owl 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

. 


. 

. 

. 


- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

My 20 

P 

(My/Je) 

















My 28 


- S 

Long-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

Short-eared Owl 

- 

My 7 b 

Ap 11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 9 

W - 

Mr 30 

Ja 4 

- 

Ap 1 


- 

- 

- 

- 










Mr 18 


? 








Chuck-will's-widow 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

My 21 


- 

(My/Je) 
















Je 3 



- S 

Whip-poor-will 

. 


. 

- 


- 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

My 7 

My 9 

Ap 24 

(My/Je) 
















- S 


Je 12 

- S 


Poor-will 


My 4 
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Common Nighthawk 

- 

My 31 
- S 

Ap 16 
- S 

Je 4 

- S 

Je 12 

- S 

My 30 
- S 

Je 

- S 

My 23 
- S 

My 19 

- S 

My 23 

Je 23 

My 21 

■ 

My 26 
- S 

My 23 
- S 

My 6 
- S 

My / 

- S 

My 4 

- S 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Chimney Swift 


My 6 
- S 

- 

- 

Ap 27 

- S 

My 16 
- S 

- 

(Ap 25) Ap 20 

My 8 
- S 

Ap 25 

My 1 
? 

My 2 
- S 

Ap 24 

Ap 16 
- S 

Ap 23 

- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

Ap 8 

(My/Je) 

- S 

White-throated 

Swift 

- 

Je 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 


■ 

Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Je 12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 14 

- S 

My 16 

- S 

My 24 

- S 

■ 

Belted Kingfisher 

- 

F 4 
- S 

Mr 26 
- S 

- 

P 

Ap 13 

Mr 

- S 

(Ap 25) 


P 

F 27 

P 

- s 

P 

Ap 16 

Mr 8 
- S 

P 

Ja 1 

Ap 9 


Flicker 

Mr 27 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 4 

p 

P 

Mr 13 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je; 

- S 

Red-bellie> 

Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ja 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W - 
My 7 

Ja 4 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 1 

Ap 24 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 

- 

My 13 
- S 

My 15 

- S 

My 17 

My 15 
- S 

My 17 
- S 

Ap 
- S 

My 8 
- S 

My 8 

My 4 
- S 

My 1 

My 1 

- S 

My 1 

- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 28 

Mr 2 

- S 


Lewis' Woodpecker 

- 

Ja 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 


Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 

- 

Ap 19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ja 23 
Ja 25 

F 12 

- 

w - 
F 12 

- 

• 

Ja 30 

F 2 

Ja 1 

Mr 10 

■ 

Hairy Woodpecker 

- 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 3 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 

Downy Woodpecker 

- 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 3 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 

Eastern Kingbird 

My 6 
- S 

My 7 
- S 

My 13 

My 15 
- S 

My 1 

My 8 
- S 

Ap 
- S 

My 4 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 6 
- S 

Ap 30 
? 

My 1 

My 6 
- S 

My 4 
- S 

My 3 

My 2 
- S 

My 10 
- S 

(My/Je) 

Western Kingbird 

My 15 
- S 

My 1 

My 3 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 9 

- S 

Ap 

Ap 25 
- S 

Ap 30 

My 2 
- S 

My 4 

My 9 

- S 

My 7 

- S 

My 7 
- S 

My 21 
- S 

My 7 

My 24 

- S 


Scissor-tailed 

Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

■ 



Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

- 

- 

My 27 

- S 

- 

My 16 
- S 

- 

Ap^ 

My 6 
- S 

My 9 
- S 

My 7 
- S 

My 11 

My 10 

- S 

My 29 

- S 

My 7 
- S 

My 7 
- S 

My 10 
Je 3 

My 3 1 

(My/Je) 
- S 

Eastern Phoebe 

- 

- 

Ap 21 
- S 

- 

Ap 28 

- S 

- 

APs 

- 

Ap 12 
- S 

My 7 

Ap 17 
? 

My 5 
- S 

Ap 9 
- S 

Mr 26 

Ap 6 
- S 

Mr 15 
- S 

My 31 

- S 

■ 

Say's Phoebe 

Ap 16 
- S 

Ap 10 
- S 

Ap 9 
- S 

My 15 

Mr 21 
- S 

- 

- 

Mr 31 
- S 

Ap 8 
- S 

My 12 
- S 

Ap 22 

- 

My 15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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to 



Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

McPher¬ 

son 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Brown 

Dawson 

Harlan 

SW 

Adams 

Central 

York 

Platte 

Lan- 

Ga ge 

Douglas 
- Sarpy 

Cass 

Nemaha 

Rich¬ 

ardson 

Empidonax sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 23 

- 

My 11 

- 

My 7 

- 

My 12 

Je 21 

- 

- 


Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 10 
Je 18 

- 

- 

Acadian Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Je 4 

- 

- 

- 

Traill's Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

My 29 

- 

My 14 
- S 


- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 24 
- S 

- 

- 

- 

Least Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 




- 

- 


- 

My 14 

My 23 

- 

- 

- 

My 7 

My 21 

My 7 

My 28 

- 

- 

(My/Je) 

Western Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

Je 11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

- 


Je 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 28 
- S 

My 8 
- S 

My 7 
- S 

My 8 

- 

My 21 
- S 

My 21 

My 12 
- S 

My 1 

- 

My 31 
- S 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Western Wood Pewee 

- 

Je 27 

- S 

My 19 
- S 


- 


- 

- 

- 


- 


- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

Olive-sided 

Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 18 



- 

Je 4 

- 

- 


Horned Lark 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

W - 
My 22 

Ja 2 

P 

P 

Mr 6 

P 

p 

P 

- 

Violet-green 

Swallow 

- 

My 13 
My 14 

My 19 

- 

- 

- 

Je 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

Tree Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 1 

Ap 15 

- S 

Ap 30 

My 1 

Ap 3 

Ap 18 

Ap 29 
- S 

- 

- 

(My/Je) 

Bank Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 14 

- 

Je 

- S 

- 

- 

- 


My 1 

Ap 26 

My 1 
- S 

My 29p 

Ap 29 

- S 

My 3 
- S 

- 


Rough-winged 

Swa Ilow 

My 13 

Ap 30 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

- 

Ap 20 
- S 

My 8 

- S 

- 

■ 

Ap 17 

- S 

Ap 25 
- S 

- 

My 1 

- 

Ap 19 

- S 

Ap 16 

- S 

Ap 15 

My 3 

My 6 
- S 

- 


Barn Swallow 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 20 
- S 

My 5 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 6 

My 
- S 

(Ap 26) 

Ap 24 

- S 

Ap 9 
- S 

Ap 26 

Ap 22 

Ap 26 
- S 

Ap 19 
- S 

Ap 16 
- S 

Ap 25 
- S 

Ap 20 
- S 

Ap 11 
- S 

- 

Cliff Swallow 

- 

My 1 
- S 

My 12 

- 

My 6 

Je 26 
- S 

Ap 

- S 

- 

My 21 

- S 

- 

My 16 

My 21 

Je 26 

- S 

Ap 17 
- S 

My 29p 

Ap 29 

- S 

Ap 22 
- S 

My 15 
- S 

(My/Je) 
- S 

Purple Martin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 21 

- S 

- 

Mr 

- S 

- 

My 17 
- S 

- 

Mr 31 

My 1 

Ap 15 
- S 

Ap 2 
- S 

Ap 7 

- S 

Ap 2 
- S 

Mr 8 

Ap 11 
- S 

(My/Je) 
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Blue Jay 

My 4 

P 

P 

My 14 

P 

Ap 25 

P 

P 

Ap 25 

P 

Ja 9 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 







- S 



- S 


? 







- S 

Black-Billed Magpie 

- 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

F 26 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common Crow 

Mr 16 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 1 
? 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Pinon Jay 

My 17 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 



- 

- 

- 

- 

Black-capped 

- 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Ja 2 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 

Chickadee 











• 







- S 

Tufted Titnouse 


. 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

F 12 

- 

P 

F 26 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 















- S 




- S 

White-breasted 

Ap 26 

Ja 10 

P 

- 

W - 

W - 

w - 

P 

Mr 25 

W - 

Ja 3 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 

Nuthatch 





Mr 10 

Ja 1 

Ja 


My 15 

Ap 9 

■ 








Red-breasted 

. 

Ja 1 

Ap 21 

- 

W - 

W - 

W - 

- 


W - 

Ja 6 

- 

W - 

- 

- 

W - 

- 

- 

Nuthatch 


My 14 

My 3 


Mr 24 

Ja 11 

Ja 



My 17 

• 


Ap 30 



My 6 



Pigmy Nuthatch 

. 


Ap 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 


Ja 28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 




My 7 










F 7 






Brown Creeper 

. 

W - 

W - 

My 2 

W - 

- 

W - 

- 


W - 

F 12 

W - 

W - 

Mr 22 

W - 

W - 

- 

- 



Mr 25 

My 7 


Mr 10 


Ja 



Ap 20 

■ 

F 18 

Ap 24 

Ap 9 

Ap 18 

My 12 



House Wren 

My 2 

My 2 

My 2 

My 15 

Ap 23 

Ap 30 

Ap 

Ap 23 

Ap 28 

Ap 16 

My 1 

My 1 

Ap 22 

Ap 23 

Ap 23 

Ap 14 

Ap 21 

(My/Je) 



- s 

- S 


- S 

- S 

- S 

- ^ 

■ ^ 

- S 

• 

- S 

- S 

■ ^ 

- S 

- S 

- S 

- S 

Winter Wren 

. 

. 

. 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W - 

Ap 7 


- 
















Ap 13 




Bewick's Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carolina, Wren 

. ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

F 5 

Mr 1 

Ja 1 

- 
















- S 

Ap 3 



Long-bi1led 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My Is 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marsh Wren 











• 


- S 






Short-billed 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Ap 18 

My 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marsh Wren 



















Rock Wren 


My 14 

My 26 

- 

Ap 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



- S 



- S 
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Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

McPher¬ 

son 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Brown 

Daxvson 

Harlan 

SW 

Adams 

Centra 

York 

Platte 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Gage 

Douglas 
- Sarpy 

Cass 

Nemaha 

Rich * 

ardson 

Mockingbird 

My 5 

My 30 
- S 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

(Ap 26) 

My 23 
- S 

My 28 
- S 

Ap 30 

- S 

My 22 

- 

Ja 2 


- 

My 20 
Je 14 

Je 16 

- 

Catbird 

My 20 

My 21 

My 19 

My 17 
My 20 

My 19 

- S 

My 27 
- S 

My 

- S 

- 

Je 18 

- S 

My 13 
- S 

My 7 

My 15 

My 12 

My 14 

- S 

My 6 
- S 

My 7 

- S 

My 3 

- S 

My 9 
- S 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Brown Thrasher 

Ap 30 

Ap 24 
- S 

My 2 
- S 

My 7 
- S 

Ap 30 
- S 

My 4 
- S 

Ap 

- S 

(Ap 25) 

Ap 23 

Ap 26 
- S 

Ap 3 

- S 

Ap 24 

My 1 
- S 

Ap 2 1 

- S 

Ap 23 
- S 

Ap 18 

- S 

Ap 20 

- S 

F 25 

- S 

(My/Je) 

Robin 

F 20 

P 

P 

My 11 
- S 

P 

P 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 

Ja 9 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Wood Thrush 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 
- S 

- 

- 

- 

- 


My 10 

- 


My 7 

- S 

My 7 

My 10 

- 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Hermit Thrush 

Ap 23 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Ap 21 

- 


Ap 11 

My 7 

- 

- 


- 


Swainson's Thrush 

My 20 

My 8 

My 10 

My 20 
Je 1 

My 15 

Je 1 

My 22 

My 29 

My 15 

Ap 

- 

- 

My 5 
My 28 

My 12 
My 26 

My 11 

- 

Ap 30 

My 8 

My 11 

My 25 

My 7 

Je 3 

- 

- 

(My/Je) 

Grey-checked Thrush 

- 

My 9 

- 

- 

My 5 

- 

Ap 

- 

- 

Je 6 

My 10 
Je 5 

My 15 

My 1 

My 14 

My 17 

My 17 

My 12 

My 28 

My 15 

- 

- 

Veery 

- 

- 

My 7 

My 23 


My 19 

- 

- 


- 

- 

My 3 

My 18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

My 7 

- 

- 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 


- 

Mr 14 
- S 

- 

P 

- 

Je 18 
- S 

F 23 

Mr 26 
- S 

My 17 

- 

Mr 13 

Mr 13 
- S 

P 

Mr 14 
- S 

Ap 1 
- S 

(My/Je) 

- S 

Mountain Bluebird 

Mr 13 

Mr 20 
- S 

F 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Townsend's Solitaire 

- 

W - 
Mr 25 

W - 
F 25 


W - 

Ap 24 

Ja 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mr 15 

- 

- 



- 

Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 21 

Je 20 

- 



(My/Je) 

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

- 

Ja 10 

W - 
Mr 31 

- 

W - 

Mr 13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 10 
Ap 25 

- 

- 

W - 

Ap 10 

Mr 21 
Ap 23 

W - 
Ap 16 

F 16 
Mr 3 

- 


Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

- 

- 

- 

My 11 
My 12 

- 

- 

Mr 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 15 

My 18 

- 

Ap 21 

My 14 

Ap 23 

Ap 17 

My 14 

Ap 2 

Ap 22 



Water Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 22 

- 

- 


- 

Ap 21 


Ap 26 

- 

- 

Mr 27p 

Mr 27 

My 7 


- 
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Sprague s Pipit 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 

Northern Shrike 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Starling 

White-eyed Vireo 

Bell's Vireo 


Solitary Vireo 


Warbling Vireo 


Ap 22 


W - Ja 9 Ja 5 W - F 5 Ja 26 Ja 8 Mr 1 

My 14 ? My 30 F 25 Je 16 Mr 16 Ap 19 


Mr 15 Ja 9 


Mr 15 Mr 20 Mr 14 Ja 19 My 9 P Mr 27 Mr 27 Ap 19 Mr 30 (My/Je) 


- S - S 


My 15 
My 18 


- S - S 


Je 6 My 22 
My 18 


My 15 My 5 My 1 My 15 

- S - S - S ? 


My 15 

My 15 My 5 


My 3 My 7 
My 18 


My 14 My 7 My 17 


My 6 My 7 My 10 
My 21 My 28 My 16 


- S 
(My/Je) 
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05 



Sioux 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Dawes 

McPher¬ 

son 

Lincoln 

Logan 

Brown Dawson 

Harlan 

SW 


Adams 
Centra 1 

York 

Platte 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Gage 

Douglas 
- Sarpy 

Cass Nemaha 

Rich- 

Orange-crowned 
Warbler 

May 3 

Ap 29 
My 14 

My 7 

My 16 

- 

My 5 

- 

- 

- 

Ap 

30 

Ap 26 

My 4 

My 1 
? 

- 

Ap 30 

My 14 

My 5 

My 16 

Ap 18 

My 17 

My 8 

My 10 

- 

Nashville 

Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



- 

My 15 

- 

My 7 

My 7 

My 14 

Ap 30 

My 17 

- 

- 

Parula Warbler 

- 

- 

May 27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Yellow Warbler 

My 20 

My 8 
- S 

My 7 

My 14 

My 6 
- S 

My 7 
- S 

Ap 
- S 

My 6 

My 

14 

My 1 

- S 

My 8 

My 14 
- S 

My 5 
- S 

My 6 

My 21 

Ap 29 
- S 

My 3 
- S 

(My/Je) 

Magnolia Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



- 

My 16 
? 

My 5 

My 14 

My 15 

My 17 

My 25 

- 

- 

Myrtle Warbler 

Ap 26 

Ap 30 
My 14 

My 3 

My 20 

My 8 

Mr 9 

My 16 

Ap 25 

Ap 

Ap 27 

Ap 

My 

27 

10 

Ap 21 

My 12 

Ap 24 
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Glandon. Two Mourning Doves and a 
Blue Jay overwintered. Mr. Glandon 
suspects that the Solitaire is perma¬ 
nent along the Dismal River, which 
is north of Logan County. 

McPherson (99), Tryon; Mrs. Oona 
Bassett. The records are from May 2 
(when Mrs. Bassett returned to the 
ranch) on. The Dowitcher was iden¬ 
tified as a Long-billed. There were 
very few Avocets this year. 

Nemaha (79), Auburn; Mrs. B. F. 
Mowery, Mrs. Richard McMullen, 
Stella, and Miss Ida May Heywood, 
and Miss Mary Alice Vernon, Peru. 
Geese were seen and heard March 
10, too far away to be identified. Un¬ 
identified Gulls, probably Ring-billed 
or Herring, were seen April 18 and 
20 . 

Platte (119), Columbus; Mrs. John 
R. Armstrong. 

Richardson (64), Indian Caves 
State Park. Roger S. Sharpe and 
James L. Tate, Jr. The spring obser¬ 
vations were made from May 31 to 
June 3. Birds marked S” were 
also seen on a visit August 15. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff (140), Scottsbluff; 
Mrs. Jack Brashear, Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Witschy, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Banghart, Mr. and Mrs. Shaw Young, 
Mrs. Alvin Vance, George Lemley, 
and Mrs. Henry Cully. The “b” by 
the date for the Short-eared Owl is 
to indicate that it was seen in Ban¬ 
ner County. On the painted Bunting 
Mr. Young reported: ^‘It lighted on 
a cedar branch and was near and in 
plain view for about a minute before 
it flew on down the canyon (McClan- 
ahan Canyon). I especially noted the 
bright red breast and purple head, 
its size and finch-like bill.” The Gol¬ 
den-crowned Sparrow has been re¬ 
ported previously (NBR 34:76). A 
late Swainson’s Thrush was seen 
June 30. 

Sioux (62), Agate; Mrs. David 
Hughson. The Smith’s Longspur was 
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reported by Mrs. Henry Cully, who 
saw it near Watson’s Ranch. Mrs. 
Hughson’s reports cover the period 
from January 28 to May 20, when 
she left for the summer. The Gray- 
crowned Rosy Finches are customary 
visitors, but the flock seen this year 
was by far the largest - about 30. 
They were feeding on a rocky hill¬ 
side, out of the wind. Identification 
was based on the gray crown, pink 
edges on wings and rump, and a 
brown body. 

York (176), Bradshaw; Lee Mor¬ 
ris. Only the first dates were re¬ 
corded, and the “1” as a second line 
is included as a reminder of that 
fact, since in the other columns a 
single date is presumed to indicate 
that the bird was seen only on that 
date. Virginia Rails were seen after 
May 1, but the first date for York 
County was not noted. 

ADDITION TO 1965 FALL 
RECORD REPORT 

The entry for Rough-winged Swal¬ 
low for Adams (SW) should be 
(S) - Au 31, rather than .... as shown. 
(NBR 34:54). 


1966 FALL FIELD DAY 

Fifty-three people registered at 
the 1966 Fall Field Day held October 
23 in Plattsmouth. It was a nice, 
clear day. Through the courtesy of 
the manager, Mr. Gary Drown, the 
party first visited the Plattsmouth 
Wildlife Management Area, where 
most of the water birds were tallied. 
A visit to Ferry Glen was also made 
before a stop in a city park for lunch. 
In the afternoon those who stayed 
worked through the state tree farm 
south of town on through Rock Bluffs 
almost to the Otoe County line. Mrs. 
Don Wood was in charge of the local 
arrangements and was assisted by 
Mrs. Jean Schneider. 

Fifty-six species were identified 
during the morning, and five more 


(marked *) were added during the 
afternoon. They are: Eared* and 
Pied-billed Grebe; Canada, White- 
fronted, Snow, and Blue Geese; Mal¬ 
lard, Pintail, Green-winged Teal, 
Shoveler, Redhead, Ring-necked and 
Ruddy Ducks, and Hooded Mergan¬ 
ser ; Sharp-shinned, Red-tailed, 
Rough-legged*, Marsh*, and Spar¬ 
row Hawks; Bobwhite, Ring-necked 
Pheasant; American Coot; Herring 
and Ring-billed Gulls; Mourning 
Dove; Screech and Barred Owls; 
Flicker, Red-bellied, Red-headed, 
Hairy, and Downy Woodpeckers; 
Horned Lark; Blue Jay, Common 
Crow; Black-capped Chickadee, Tuf¬ 
ted Titmouse, White-breasted Nut¬ 
hatch; Brown Thrasher; Robin, 
Swainson’s Thrush, Eastern Blue¬ 
bird; Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Star¬ 
ling; Myrtle Warbler; House Spar¬ 
row; Eastern and Western Meadow¬ 
larks, Redwinged Blackbird, Common 
Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird*; 
Cardinal, Pine Siskin, American 
Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, Tree, 
Field, Harris’, Lincoln’s, and Song 
Sparrows. 

1966 Winter Meeting 

After a lapse of about three years 
a winter meeting was held this year. 
In spite of the mild weather, which 
continued well after the meeting date 
(December 17), only about twenty- 
five attended, most of them from 
Lincoln or Omaha, but there were 
attendees from as far away as Chad- 
ron and Gering. 

The meeting was held in Morrill 
Hall of the University of Nebraska. 
Dr. Bertrand Schultz, Director of 
the State Museum, extended a wel¬ 
come. Dr. Harvey L. Gunderson, Cu¬ 
rator of Zoology, spoke on “The 
Purpose of a Museum”, and there 
were workshop sessions: “Identifi¬ 
cation of Our Difficult Sparrows’% 
James Tate, Jr.; “Identification of 
Our Difficult Shorebirds”, D. Jean 
Tate; and “The Reporting and Iden- 
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tification of Some of Our Problem 
Nebraska Birds: Flickers, Meadow¬ 
larks, Bunting”, etc.”, Roger S. 
Sharpe. 

After lunch there were two talks 
illustrated with colored slides: 
“World-wide Waterfowl Watching”, 
Dr. Paul A. Johnsgard, and “A Cana¬ 
dian Birdwatching Holiday”, Dr. 
Mary Tremaine. The meeting con¬ 
cluded with a talk by James M. Mal- 
kowski on “Fontenelle Forest, Pres¬ 
ent and Future” and a discussion 
“The NOU, Past, Present and Fu¬ 
ture”, led by Roger S. Sharpe. 


NOTES 

Weslern Grebe. Five Western 
Grebes landed on a road quite a way 
from water and were unable to take 
off. Personnel from Chadron State 
Park caught them and put them on 
the little ponds in the park. Three 
left right away, but two stayed. One 
apparently was injured, and the 
other may have been its mate. When 
the first freeze came one was found 
dead in the ice; the other apparently 
left. — Doris Gates, Chadron 

Pied-billed Grebe. Another illustra¬ 
tion of grebes’ need for open water 
to get air-borne was given at Carter 
Lake (Omaha) December 3, 1966. 
The lake was completely frozen over, 
and the ice was smooth. I saw a Pied- 
billed Grebe repeatedly try to get 
air-borne, running along the ice and 
flapping its wings, only to give up 
and pitch over on its breast. Its feet 
apparently were slipping on the ice. 
I came back to the lake maybe half 
an hour later, and a couple of blocks 
away, and saw a Grebe (presumably 
the same one) still trying to get air¬ 
borne. A Mallard and a Lesser Scaup 
had no difficulty in taking off from 
the ice. — R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 

Wood Duck. I observed a pair of 
Wood Ducks (which apparently are 
rare in this area) at a distance of 


about 20 yards on the Interstate 
Irrigation Canal, T23N, R54W, 

Scotts Bluff County, directly east of 
Little Lake Alice, October 6, 1966. 
—William Shoenecker, Game, Fores¬ 
tation and Parks Commission, Alli¬ 
ance. 

King Rail. On August 5, 1966, by 
a small pond in the Plattsmouth Ref¬ 
uge, Dr. Heineman and I saw two 
King Rails some 20 or 25 feet away. 
They were calm and continued feed¬ 
ing, allowing us a wonderful view. 
The big Audubon book of 1937 shows 
them just as they looked to us. It 
gives their beauty better than the 
bird guides. This is a first record for 
the Refuge and for me. 

—Mrs. Paul T. Heineman, Platts¬ 
mouth. 

Sabine's Gull. While at Lake Ma¬ 
loney October 12, 1966 I noted a Ring¬ 
billed Gull resting on the water a 
short distance off-shore, and near it 
another Gull much smaller and dark¬ 
er than the Ring-billed. Soon the 
smaller Gull took to the air and 
started flying back and forth in front 
of me and near the shoreline. It was 
flying lov/ and occasionally taking 
food from the surface of the water. 
This made it easy to observe through 
the binocular, and several times it 
came so close that the markings were 
clearly seen with the naked eye. The 
striking wing pattern of velvety black 
outer primaries, in contrast with the 
big white triangle, made it simple to 
identify the bird as a Sabine’s Gull. 
The grayish brown back, with the 
brown extending up the back of the 
bird’s neck and head, and the black 
border on the slightly-forked tail, 
indicated that it was an immature. 

After about 15 minutes another 
Sabine’s Gull, also an immature, ap¬ 
peared and the two birds hunted along 
the shoreline and fed in that area 
for about an hour before they dis¬ 
appeared. 
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The Revised Check-list of Nebras¬ 
ka Birds (Rapp, et al, 1958) cites 
three records of the Sabine’s Gull in 
Nebraska, all of them in the eastern 
part of the state. 

—Gail Shickley, North Platte 
Loggerhead Shrike. Dave Carlson, 
a student at Chadron State College, 
reported that a large flock of Log¬ 
gerhead Shrikes were seen about 10 
miles southwest of Hay Springs on 
April 30, 1966, The temperature that 
day was about 50° and the next day 
it was 71°. One wonders if they were 
moving ahead of a warm front. 

—Doris Gates, Chadron 
Golden-crowned Sparrow. I had a 
Golden-crowned Sparrow in my yard 
the morning of October 7, 1966. Saw 
it only once but know what it was, 
since I saw a number of them north 
of San Francisco in 1964. 

—Oona Bassett, Tryon 
Baird's and Le Conte's Sparrows. 
I have identified the Baird’s Sparrow 
here twice this fall (1966). Both 
times I had very good looks at the 
identifying features, especially the 
broad ochre stripe in the center of 
the head. The first one was feeding 
with a flock of Common Goldfinches 
at the edge of a weed patch in the 
north end of town. The second, about 
a week later, was with a flock of 
Savannah Sparrows along the tail 
race from the power house south of 
town. In the same flock there was a 
Vesper Sparrow and a Le Conte’s, 
which I saw in detail and at length. 


It turned its back for a while and 
the light was just right to show up 
the pinkish nape and strong black 
striping on the back. 

—Gail Shickley, North Platte 

IN MEMOHIAM 

George W. Keim 

The Nebraska Ornithologists’ 
Union and the Lincoln Audubon Na¬ 
turalists’ Club lost a long-time friend, 
interested member, and enthusiastic 
worker in the death of George W. 
Keim December 10, 1966. He was 
seventy years of age. 

Mr. Keim was serving as trea¬ 
surer of NOU at the onset of his 
illness, and had served many times 
as field trip chairman for the Lincoln 
group. His infectious interest in birds 
together with his willingness to share 
his knowledge and experience with 
others made him an exceptional leader 
and encouraged many to continue 
their interest. 

William G. Youngworth 

William G. Youngworth of Sioux 
City died November 1, 1966, after 
about 50 years of very active birding 
in Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebras¬ 
ka, during which he established sev¬ 
eral first records of species in the 
area. The Nebraska Bird Review was 
one of the publications to which he 
contributed, and he co-authored and/ 
or edited the first four Occasional 
Papers of NOU, as well as under¬ 
writing their publication. 
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NESTING OF GREAT HORNED OWLS IN NEBRASKA 
Larry C. Holcomb 


The Great Horned Owl {Bubo 
virginianus) nests commonly in Ne¬ 
braska (Rapp, et al. 1958) In the 
winter and spring of 1966, three 
nests of these owls were found near 
Fremont, Nebraska and it was my 
objective to study their breeding hab¬ 
its and the growth of nestlings. 
METHOD OF STUDY 
Height of nests was measured from 
the ground or water surface, The 
nest dimensions were taken and eggs 
were measured to the nearest one- 
half mm and weighed to the nearest 
one-tenth gram. 

One nest was visited at least every 
other day from the laying of the first 
egg until the nestling owl had been 
in the nest 35 days. Measurements 
were taken on the nestling and notes 
were made of food habits. The time 
when the nestling could first grasp 
a perch and sit upright was found 
by placing it on a perch each time 
the nest was visited. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The nests were found on 27 Feb¬ 
ruary, 12 March and 19 March. The 
first nest was in an unusual position 
on a cement support for a railroad 
trestle passing over the Platte River. 
The nest was merely a small depres¬ 
sion on some gravel on the concrete 
base, although there were a few 
downy owl feathers in it. It was six 
and one-half feet below the railroad 
(over which at least one train passed 
each day) and eight and one-third 
feet above the water. 

The second nest was 33 feet up in 
a Juniper and about 50 feet from a 
cabin. The inner and outer nest 
depth were four and 21 cm, respec¬ 
tively, and the outer diameter was 
39 cm. Four large limbs supported 
the nest which was built mainly of 
twigs, grapevines, moss and a few 
downy feathers of the owl. 

The third nest was about 45 feet 


up in a Cottonwood and because the 
tree was difficult to climb, I did not 
observe it closely. 

Eggs from nest one were pipped 
when I measured and weighed them. 
The correct laying sequence is not 
known. 

Egg 1—62.1 g - 49.0 X 57.0 mm 
Egg 2—64.1 g - 49.0 X 57.0 mm 
Egg 3—66.5 g - 49.0 x 59.0 mm 
Laying behavior was known only 
for the seccond nest. The first egg 
was laid by 1600 hours on 12 March, 
the second egg, two days later and 
a third egg two days later. The usual 
interval between eggs in a clutch 
was reported as ;wo days by Baum¬ 
gartner (1938). Ihe third egg was 
found broken on the ground on the 
day it was laid. Only two eggs from 
nest two were measured. They mea¬ 
sured 48.0 X 57.0 mm for egg one 
and 47.0 x 54.0 mm for egg two. The 
dimensions of the eggs were within 
the range of values given by Bent 
(1938). 

OBSERVATIONS ON NESTS 
ONE AND THREE 
Most of the observations were 
taken at the second nest and, there¬ 
fore, I will summarize the data for 
nests one and three separately. 

In nest one, the first egg was 
hatched on 2 March, three days after 
the nest was found. The young bird 
had white down, was blind and an 
egg tooth was present on the upper 
mandible. The nestling could not 
grasp a perch on day 0 or 1. On day 
three (5 March), the nestling was 
gone although the remains of a cot¬ 
tontail rabbit {Sylvilagus floridanus) 
were at the nest. The remaining two 
eggs were cold. One egg was pipped, 
probably on the night of 4 March. It 
was cold (10 to 15° F.) and windy 
and the nest had not been visited on 
4 March. The young nestling may 
have been blown off the flat cement 
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platform. The adults were not seen 
near the nest site but they were seen 
several times at a later date when 
they were flushed) from roosting sites 
on other cement platforms support- 
Lower W 

Toes» Wing Tarsus Mandible Lowe: 


ing the railroad trestle. 

The measurements in mm and 
weights for day 0 and 1 for the nest¬ 
ling were: 

Ith Total Mandible tip- 

Mandlble Length Nostril Open. Weight 


Day 0 23 23 19 18 l8 110 9 50.4 

Day 1 23 25 19 18 1? 115 10 48.0 

Prom tip of toe one to tip of toe three. 


Measurement taken at commissural point. 


In the third nest, the female was 
on the nest at 1315 hours when first 
discovered 19 March. On 16 April 
a rabbit foot was found on the ground 
under the nest and the nestlings 
were probably hatched. On 1 May, 
Plicker (Colaptes auratus) and mis¬ 
cellaneous duck feathers were on the 
ground. On 15 May I captured a 
fledgling which had left the nest by 
making him fly from tree to tree un¬ 
til he tired. On 1 June I saw an adult 
and two young owls near the nest 
and suspect that there were at least 
two young fledged from this nest. 

Measurements taken on the cap¬ 
tured fledgling were: wing, 261; tar¬ 
sus, 80; lower mandible, 49; width 
mandible, 45; man. tip to nostril 
opening, 25; first primary, 210; outer¬ 
most right rectrix, 152. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
SECOND NEST 

Both adults were on the nest when 
it was approached on each occasion 
it was visited before the eggs hatched. 
The male always flew away before 
the female. The nest was very 
crowded with both adults on it and I 
suspect that this is how the third egg 
was crowded off. Baumgartner (1938) 
reported that a male and female 
shared incubation duties at a nest and 
that as incubation progressed, the 
female took on more responsibility. 

The incubation of Great Horned 
Owls has been estimated at between 
26 and 30 days but it has not been 
accurately determined (Bent 1938). 


Baumgartner (1938) reported cor¬ 
respondence with two observers who 
found incubation periods of at least 
26 and 29 days. Since I knew the 
dates of laying for the first and sec¬ 
ond eggs the incubation period could 
be determined. The first egg was laid 
on 12 March and was pipped at 1000 
hours and hatched at 1825 hours on 
2 April giving it an incubation period 
of 21 days. The second egg was laid 
on 14 March and was not hatched on 
13 April. I thought that the embryo 
was dead or the egg was not fertile 
and cracked it open. Much to my 
surprise, there was a live embryo in 
it that would not have hatched for 
at least four days (based on the size 
of the yolk sac). If it had hatched, 
the incubation period would have 
been at least 35 days, 14 days longer 
than the first egg. 

When the young hatched it had 
fluffy white down and a white egg 
tooth on the dark upper mandible. 
The egg tooth was still plainly visi¬ 
ble on day 21 but was not visible on 
day 33. 

The eyes were closed at hatching, 
began opening on day 6, were half 
open on day 9 and were completely 
open on day 11. The iris was light 
brown to dark yellow when the eyes 
first opened. The inner mouth lining 
remained flesh colored. 

Feathers were projected and 
fringed in all but the crural region 
on day 9 and were present and fring¬ 
ing in this region on day 11. 
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table I. 

HEASDREMEHIS IN MILLIMETERS OF GROWING NESTLING 

GREAT HORNED OWL 

(NEST TWO) 



TOES WING TARSUS 

LOWER 

MANDIBLE 

WIDTH *> TOTAL 
MANDIBLE LENGTH 

MANDIBLE TIP- 
NOSTRIL OPENING 

FIRST 

PRIMARY 

RECTRIX 

Day 0 

20 

21 

15 

16 

15 

110 

10 



.... 

Day 1 

24 

23 

19 

18 

15 

120 

10 



.... 

Day 2 

26 

25 

20 

20 

16 

121 

10 


.... 

.... 

Day 3 

27 

27 

20 

19 

17 

127 

10 


.... 

.... 

Day 4 

32 

27 

21 

20 

17 

134 

10 


.... 

.... 

Day 9 

41 

40 

30 

26 

26 

170 

12 


2 

2 

Day 11 

50 

50 

35 

27 

30 

195 

14 


4 

2 

Day 13 

65 

60 

42 

31 

32 

220 

15 


9 

6 

Day 15 

75 

75 

47 

31 

35 

230 

15 


11 

9 

Day 17 

75 

85 

48 

36 

38 

250 

17 


25 

9 

Day 19 

86 

90 

57 

36 

40 

270 

17 


32 

11 

Day 21 

93 

99 

57 

36 

40 

285 

18 


40 

14 

Day 23 

93 

105 

57 

36 

41 

295 

19 


52 

20 

Day 25 

-- 

110 

60 

38 

40 

304 

19 


67 

27 

Day 27 

-- 

132 

60 

39 

40 

345 

20 


79 

35 

Day 29 

-- 

145 

60 

41 

42 

375 

20 


97 

50 

Day 33 

-- 

157 

65 

41 

43 

390 

21 


115 

65 

Day 35 

-- 

195 

70 

43 

43 

405 

21 


125 

75 


* At commissural points. 







Table 

I gives the growth rate 

of 

discors) 

(2), 

Slate-colored 

Junco 


a nestling owl. Sumner (1933) stu¬ 
died the growth rates of the Pacific 
Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus paci- 
ficus) and showed the relationship 
between growth in weight and length 
of the sixth primary. My data on 
growth of the first primary shows 
the same relationship of length to 
age in days. 

As far as I could determine, the 
nestling never defecated when han¬ 
dled although the nest and tree limbs 
were heavily soiled. 

By day 17 the nestling was aggres¬ 
sive and would hiss and snap its 
beak, and it could balance for the 
first time on a 20 mm diameter limb. 

Seven species of birds and one 
mammal were identified as prey at 
the nest. They were cottontail rabbit 
(5), American Coot (Fulica ameri- 
cana) (5), Blue-winged Teal (Anas 


(Jmico hyemails) (1), Flicker (1), 
Robin (TUrdus ndgratorius) (1), 
Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) (1), 
and Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) 
(1). All of these prey items were 
reported by Errington et al (1940) 
but they found few Lesser Scaup. 
Water birds were numerous on small 
ponds and ditches near the Platte 
River and apparently served as a 
convenient food source. 

SUMMARY 

Three Great Horned Owl nests 
were found near Fremont, Nebraska 
in 1966. A description of the nests 
and nest sites is given. The incuba¬ 
tion period for a first egg was estab¬ 
lished as 21 days while a second egg 
would not have hatched before 35 
days. A description of the growth 
rates of a nestling and the measure¬ 
ments of a fledgling are given. 
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Seven species of prey are described 
which included a predominant num¬ 
ber of waterfowl. 
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THE 1966 NESTING SEASON 
Compiled by Roger S. Sharpe 


The Nebraska nesting survey 
proved to be a still greater success 
in 1966 than in 1965. Thirty-nine 
observers sent in records from twen¬ 
ty-five counties on 110 species. A 
total of 418 Cornell Nest Cards were 
completed on 81 species. Evidence for 
those species reported nesting, but 
for which no card was completed 
consisted of sightings of immature 
birds of the season and/or the pre¬ 
sence of active nests. These are 
reported as Y or N, respectively, in 
the tabulations. 

Contributors and the respective 
counties from which they reported 
are Adams County, Geralden Heart- 
well, Mrs. Don Mahoney, Vera Maun¬ 
der, Bernice Welch, Harold Turner; 
Banner, S. R. Young; Blaine, Larry 
Blus; Buffalo, John Bliese, Beverly 
Chrisman; Chase, lola Pennington, 
Ted and Claire Voorhees; Cherry, 
Ned Peabody; Clay, Mr. and Mrs. 
Elden Percival; Dawes, Rick Fol- 
chert, Doris Gates, Dan Hatch, Leta 
Neeland; Douglas, R. G. Cortelyou, 
James M. Malkowski, Robert O. 
Sharpe; Gage, Kent Fiala; Garden, 
lola Pennington, Roger S. Sharpe; 
Greeley, Scott Moody; Hamilton, 
Margaret Morton; Hall, Bob Behrens; 
Jefferson, Kent Fiala; Lancaster, 
Esther Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. H. P. 
Doole, James Tate, Jr.; Pawnee, Kent 
Fiala; Perkins, Beverly Chrisman; 

Text continued on page S8 


Key to Tables 

Adams County Column 15 


Banner 3 

Blaine 11 

Buffalo 12 

Chase 9 

Cherry 7 

Clay 17 

Dawes 4 

Douglas 23 

Gage 20 

Garden 6 

Greeley 13 

Hamilton 16 

Hall 14 

Jefferson 18 

Lancaster 19 

Pawnee 21 

Perkins 8 

Richardson 25 

Sarpy 24 

Scotts Bluff 2 

Sheridan 5 

Sioux 1 

Thomas 10 

Washington 22 


Y young birds sighted, no Cornell 
Nest Card completed. 

N active nest, no Cornell Nest Card 
completed. 

* number of Cornell Nest Cards com¬ 
pleted on nesting activities. 

The tabulation is arranged in an 
approximate west (left) to east 
(right) order, with areas of about 
the same longitude presented in a 
north to south order. 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 


CO 

o 


Wood Duck ____ __ ____ _____ 

Redhead ____ __ y - - - - __________ 

Canvasback ____ __ y-- - - __________ 

Lesser Scaup ____ __ y___ _____ __________ 

Ruddy Duck ____ _y y-- - _____ __________ 

Red-tailed Hawk ---Y - - - -- - ____y __________ 

Swainson’s Hawk ____ __ ___i* _____ __________ 

Golden Eagle ___ 1 * __ ____ _____ __________ 

Marsh Hawk ---N - - _-_i* __i*__ __________ 

Greater Prairie Chicken ____ __ ___i*i*____ __________ 

Sharp-tailed Grouse ---Y - Y __________ 


Bobwhite ____ __ ____ ____y __________ 

Ring-necked Pheasant ___y - - ____ __2*-l* __________ 

Turkey ___Y - - _____ __________ 

Virginia Rail ____ _i* ____ _____ __________ 
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Eajred Grebe 

Western Grebe 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Great Blue Heron 

Black-crowned Ni^t Heron 

Canada Goose 

Mallard 

Gadwall 

Pintail 

Blue-winged Teal 
American Widgeon 
Shoveler 
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American Coot 
Piping Plover 
Killdeer 

Long-billed Curlew 
Upland Plover 
American Avocet 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Franklin's Gull 
Forster's Tern 
Least Tern 
Mourning Dove 
Screech Owl 
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Homed Lark 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Bam Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Purple Martin 
Blue Jay 

Black-billed Magpie 
Common Crow 
Pinon Jay 

Black-capped Chickadee 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
House l^/ren 
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123 4 56 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 


Long-billed Marsh Wren N- - - 1*- - _____ __________ 

Rock Wren N- - - - - ____ _____ __________ 

Catbird _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ 1 * _ 1 * _ _ _ _ 2* - - - 1* - 

Birawn Thrasher _ _ _ y2* - - _ _ 2* - - - 3* - 6 * _ _ l* i* 5 * - - 2* - - 

Robin - 2* - 1 * _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5 * i* i* 3 * _ n - 2* 2* - - 5* - - 

Eastern Bluebird ___ _ __ ____ ____y - 

Mountain Bluebird N- - 1 *- - ____ _____ __________ 

Loggerhead Shrike _ _ 1 * _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ 

Starling - 1* - Yl* - - - - - - __ 1 * _ 1 * _________ _ 

Bell’s Vireo ___ y - - ____ ____ 4 * __________ 

Warbling Vireo ___ _ __ ____ _____ __i* ______ _ 

Yellow Warbler ---Yl*- - - -- - __________ 

Ovenbird _ _ _ NYl* - - ____ _____ 

American Redstart ___ i*__ ____ _____ __________ 

!*_!*_ __________ 
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Eastern Efeadowlark 
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Blue Grosbeak 
Dickcissel 
Mousse Finch 
American Goldfinch 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
White-winged Junco 
Chipping Sparrow 
Brewer’s Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
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Richardson, Roger S. Sharpe, James 
Tate Jr., Sarpy, R. G. Cortelyou, 
Rev. A. J. Dachauer, James M. Mal- 
kowski; Scotts Bluff, Wm. E. French, 
Mrs. H. Gompert, Mrs. Roy Witschy; 
Sheridan, Doris Gates, Lora J. Mil¬ 
ler; Sioux, Roger S. Sharpe, Mrs. 
Roy Witschy; Thomas, Larry Blus, 
Glen Sherman; Washington, R. G. 
Cortelyou. 

Noteworthy nest records on species 
for which few nest records are avail¬ 
able for the state (see Revised Check¬ 
list of Nebraska Birds, 1958, by 
Rapp, Rapp, Baumgarten and Moser) 
include Lesser Scaup, Virginia Rail, 
Piping Plover, Short-eared Owl, 
House Finch and Brewer’s Sparrow. 
According to the aforementioned 
Nebraska Check-list, the Short-eared 
Owl, Asio flammeus, “possibly breeds 
in the timbered areas in the Mis¬ 
souri Valley Region.” I believe this 
to be in error, as this owl is con¬ 
sidered to be principally a plains- 
dwelling bird. According to Bent, 
1938, (Life Histories of North Amer¬ 
ican Bird's of Prey) the Short-eared 
Owl “differs in its habits from most 
owls in preferring open plains, 
marshes and sand dunes to thick 
forests.” The nest of this bird, which 
Mr. S. R. Young observed in Banner 
County, was located on the ground 
at the top of a low, rolling hill in a 
field of dry-land wheat. 


Reported nesting in this report 
were a little better than half of the 
200-odd species which have been re¬ 
ported nesting in Nebraska in the 
past. A number of those not reported 
are quite rare in the state whether 
they be potential breeders or visit¬ 
ors. A number which are commonly 
found in various areas of the state 
during the nesting season but not 
reported include Green Heron, Amer¬ 
ican Bittern, Turkey Vulture, Coop¬ 
er’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, 
Broad-winged Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, 
Black Tern, Yellow- and Black-billed 
Cuckoos, Barred Owl, Whip-poor-will, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted 
Kingfisher, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Traill’s Flycatcher, Tufted Titmouse, 
Mockingbird, Wood Thrush, Red¬ 
eyed Vireo, Yellowthroat, Yellow¬ 
breasted Chat, Bobolink, Indigo Bunt¬ 
ing, Lazuli Bunting, Pine Siskin and 
Field Sparrow. The nests of a num¬ 
ber of these birds are difficult to lo¬ 
cate, but a concerted effort by follow¬ 
ing the activities of the adults should 
lead one to the nest. It is hoped that 
nest records can be established! for 
many of the above for the 1967 nest¬ 
ing season. 

Completed Nest Cards have been 
returned to the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, New York for 
permanent storage. Anyone studying 
a particular bird species may obtain 
these data from the Laboratory. 


1966 CHRISTMAS COUNT 


Eighty-one species were seen and 
three others were present during the 
count period but not seen on the 
count day for the 1966 Christmas 
Count. The comparable figures for 
1965 were eighty-six and five. Mea¬ 
dowlarks were not split in 1965, but 
on the other hand no counts were 
reported for McPherson, Logan, Lin¬ 
coln, or Gage Counties in 1966. 

The columns are arranged in an 
approximate west (left) to east 
(right) order. The ssmibol “p” is 


used to indicate species present dur¬ 
ing the count period but not seen on 
the count day. The available details 
on the different reports are: 

Greeley. January 1. Moody farm 
(5 miles west of Greeley), Greeley, 
and area north of Greeley to Pibel 
Lake Recreational Area. Open fields 
and pastures 50%, town 10%, decid¬ 
uous and coniferous woods 40%. Ten 
mph wind from the SW, partly 
cloudy, 25-30°. Rivers open, ponds 
Text continued on page ^2 
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Canada Goose 
Snow Goose 
Blue Goose 
tfellard 
Gadwall 
Pintail 

Green-winged Teal 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Conmon Merganser 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Bald Eagle 
Marsh Hawk 
Prairie Falcon 
Pigeon Hawk 
Sparrow Hawk 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Bobwhite 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Turkey 

Killdeer 

Common Snipe 

Rock Dove 

Mourning Dove 
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Belted Kingfisher 
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Flicker 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Homed Lark 
Gray Jay 
Blue Jay 

Black-billed Magpie 
Common Crow 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper 

Winter Wren 

Carolina Wren 

Mockingbird 

Brown Thrasher 

Robin 

Eastern Bluebird 
Townsend's Solitaire 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Starling 
House Sparrow 
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Sctsblf Keap. 
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frozen, snow on the ground. 7 AM to 
6 PM. About 60 niiles by car, 1.5 on 
foot. Rev. Keith Bruning and Scott 
Moody (compiler). 

Hastings. December 31. Center at 
Frisch’s Pond, 2 miles south on High¬ 
way 281 and 1.75 miles west. Area 
includes Crystal Lake, woodlands ad¬ 
joining Little Blue River, adjoining 
fields, city parks, Parkview Cemetery, 
Lake Hastings. Clear, wind calm, 
6-38°. Nine inches of snow on the 
ground, ponds mostly frozen. 8 AM 
to 5 PM. Fifteen observers in five 
parties. Terry Burnham, W. E. Eig- 
sti, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. A. M. 
Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Janko, Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifford Kennedy, Vera 
Maunder (compiler), Burton Nelson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Percival, Mr. and 
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, Ronald Rumsey. 

Kearney. December 29. All points 
within a 15-mile diameter circle cen¬ 
tered at Platte River bridge south of 
Kearney, to include Harmon Park, 
Kearney Cemetery, Kearney Lake, 
Cottonmill Lake, Fort Kearney State 
Park, Platte River, Odessa Bridge, 
and Kearney city streets. Deciduous 
woods 40%, fields and pastures 40%, 
roadside 15%, farmyards 5%. Clear, 
wind SW 8-10 mph, 6-20°, 12 inches 
snow cover, river 5% open. 7:45 AM 
to 5 PM. Eight observers in one par¬ 
ty. Total party hours 9, 2 on foot, 7 
by car; total party miles 65, 2 on foot, 
63 by car. George W. Brown (com¬ 
piler), Laurie Brown, Linda Brown, 
Marion Brown, Randy Brown, Ronny 
Marrow, Mary Ruth Steffens, Julie 
Steffens. 

Lincoln. December 26. All points 
within a 15-mile diameter circle cen¬ 
tered at 14th and A, to include Pio¬ 
neers Park and Chet Ager Nature 
Center, Wyuka Cemetery, Nebraska 
Nurseries, Pen woods along Salt 
Creek and Dale Weiss farm. Conif¬ 
erous woods 10%, deciduous woods 
45%, weedy and brushy draws 15%, 
fields and pastures 20%, marsh 5%, 


water 5%. Partly cloudy to clear in 
the morning, cloudy in the afternoon, 
wind NW to NE up to 5 mph, 10-31°. 
Thin, scattered snow cover, creeks 
partly open, ponds and lakes frozen. 
7:45 AM to 5:15 PM. Ten observers 
in 2 to 4 parties. Total party hours 
32, 21 on foot, 11 by car; total party 
miles 167, 20 on foot, 147 by car. 
Oscar Alexis, Esther V. Bennett, 
Mrs. C. J. Best, Dr. and Mrs. H. P. 
Doole, Ralph Harrington (compiler), 
A. E. Morris, Rosalind Morris, Hazel 
Scheiber, Florence Wilson. 

Omaha. December 26. All points 
within a 15-mile diameter circle cen¬ 
tered on Offutt Lake (about three 
miles north of the junction of the 
Platte and Missouri Rivers) to include 
Fontenelle Forest, Plattsmouth Wa¬ 
terfowl Management Area, Lake 
Manawa (Iowa) State Park, portions 
of Platte and Missouri Rivers. Decid¬ 
uous growth 30%, fields and pastures 
45%, roadside 20%, water 5%. Clear, 
wind N at 2 to 5 mph, 11-32°. No 
snow cover, waters partially frozen. 
7 AM to 5 PM. Twenty observers in 
four parties. Total party hours 40, 
10 on foot, 30 by car; total party 
miles 320, 55 on foot, 265 by car. 
Lennart Berg, Chris Berg, Fr. A. J. 
Dachauer, Gary Drown, Judy Drown, 
C. E. Heaney, Lorene Heineman, Lin¬ 
da Larsen, William Latka, William 
G. Latka, G. H. LeDioyt (compiler), 
J. M. Malkowski, Marie Pluta, Rose 
Mary Nelson, A. B. Schesinger, Jean 
Schneider, Dave Skryja, Carl Swan¬ 
son, Doris Wallace, Gertrude Wood. 

Peru. January 1. Auburn and Peru 
Clear, 30°. Ground snow covered. 
9:30 - 11:30 AM; 3:30-6 PM. Leroy 
Gates, Ida May Heywood (compiler), 
Loy Mowery. 

Scottsbluff. December 29. Circle 
centered on Scottsbluff-Gering bridge. 
Wind NW 5-12 mph, 0-31°. 7 AM to 
4:30 PM. 12 members of the Nature 
Club, Mrs, Roy J. Witschy compiler. 
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RED-HEADED WOODPECKER PREDATION ON STARLINGS 
G. E. Grube 


Two incidents of predation by Red¬ 
headed Woodpeckers, Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus, on Starlings, Stur- 
nus vulgaris were witnessed during 
late June 1966. The first incident was 
in a small grove of trees around a 
stream impoundment about two miles 
west-southwest of Blair, Washington 
County, in eastern Nebraska. The 
second was in a similar setting about 
six miles northwest of Blair. 

At the first site, I watched an adult 
woodpecker leave its own nest-hole 
after feeding young. It flew to a 
branch on the same dead cottonwood 
tree about 25 feet away. A few sec¬ 
onds later a Starling flew from its 
nest in a cavity about 15 feet below 
that of the Red-headed Woodpecker 
and on the same branch. These ob¬ 
servations were made on June 23, 
1966 at 9:00 A.M. C.S.T. 

Shortly the woodpecker flew direct¬ 
ly to the Starling nest, entered with¬ 
out hesitation, and in a few seconds 
emerged with a Starling egg in its 
beak. The egg was carried to a hori¬ 
zontal branch of a neighboring tree. 
There the egg was carefully placed 
on the branch which had a diameter 
of about six inches. The shell was 
broken and the woodpecker apparent¬ 
ly consumed the contents. It appeared 
as though the feeding was accom¬ 
plished by “tongue-lapping” for the 
head was held fairly quietly and was 
clear of the egg’s surface most of the 
time Consumption of the egg’s con¬ 
tents was completed in about 95 sec¬ 
onds (measured by counting) with 
the exception that after that time 
there were pauses during which the 
bird scanned the area and then re¬ 
turned to the egg only momentarily. 
After about five minutes the shell 
was knocked off the branch and it 
floated rather slowly into the middle 
of the muddy sediment-filled pond 
below. The woodpecker flew to a near¬ 
by branch which was quite decayed. 


There it lazily cleaned its bill with 
a few pecks and several scraping 
motions in the soft wood. 

On June 29, 1966 at 9:10 A.M., 
at the second site, another Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker was seen enter¬ 
ing a Starling’s nest. This nest, in 
a dead cottonwood tree, was approxi¬ 
mately 75 yards from the nest of the 
woodpecker. Earlier that morning the 
Starlings had been observed feeding 
young. On June 27, the Starlings 
exhibited an incubation pattern in 
their attendance at the nest cavity. 
Thus the young must have been less 
than two days old. This Red-headed 
Woodpecker remained in the Starling 
nest for a period of 127 seconds 
(measured by counting). On its emer¬ 
gence it carried; nothing that could 
be observed. The adult Starlings, 
both male and female, returned in a 
few minutes. One entered the nest 
and quickly emerged still carrying 
food in its bill. The second entered 
and also quickly emerged. Then both 
flew to some live trees some distance 
away and disappeared. Neither re¬ 
turned by the time I departed at 
11:00 A.M. 

I returned to the area late in the 
afternoon of the same day and dur¬ 
ing a three hour stay. Starlings did 
not enter the nest hole. However a 
pair spent some time looking into 
other cavities in the same dead cot¬ 
tonwood. Thus it would appear that 
the Starling young were abandoned 
and probably they were killed (and 
possibly consumed) by the Red-headed 
Woodpecker. 

A search of the literature reveals 
that Red-headed Woodpecker preda¬ 
tion on other birds, particularly 
cavity nesting species, is a matter of 
record. Audubon (1842) reports, 
“They have another bad habit, which 
is that of sucking the eggs of small 
birds. For this purpose they frequent¬ 
ly try to enter the boxes of the Mar- 
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tins or Bluebirds, as well Its the 
pigeon-houses, and are often success¬ 
ful/’ Bendire (1895) reports person¬ 
ally seeing a Red-headed Woodpecker 
enter the nest of a Red-shafted Flick¬ 
er (Colaptes cafer) and carry off an 
egg. He cites an observer who saw 
one destroy the nest of a Tufted Tit¬ 
mouse (Parus bicolor) and another 
who saw one carry off a freshly 
killed Robin (Turdus migratorius) 
nestling. Jones (1883) reports one 
eating the eggs of an entire colony 
of Cliff Swallows {Petrochelidon pyr~ 
rho7iota) and one Red-headed Wood¬ 
pecker that “began eating hen’s eggs 
wherever they could be found.” 

In all fairness to the Red-headed 
Woodpecker, most of the literature 
on feeding habits pertains to their 
insect eating habits. Beal (1895 and 
1911), reporting on the contents of 
101 stomachs, collected throughout 
the year in various parts of the 
range, found 50 percent animal mat¬ 
ter (all arthropods), 47 percent vege¬ 
table matter and three percent min¬ 
eral matter. Brackbill (1947) lists 
the species as one that eats Japanese 
Beetles, and Judd (1956) reports on 
their foraging for flying insects, par¬ 
ticularly Carolina locusts. Southern 
(1966) reported the Red-headed 
Woodpecker in one instance feeding 
on gizzard shad (Dorosoma cepedian- 
um) remains left after feeding by 
Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucoceph- 
aliis). Kilham (1958) described stor¬ 
age of acorns, grains, and insects in 
cavities and crevices, and further 
recorded observations of these birds 
feeding systematically from sap flows 
from holes drilled by Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers {Sphyrapicus varius). 

The depredation of Starling eggs 
and possibly Starling young suggests 
a possible important role in the con¬ 
trol of this potential pest species by 
the Red-headed Woodpecker. This 
writer would appreciate receiving de¬ 
tailed reports on such predation from 
the midwest area. Perhaps it could 
be possible to test such an hypothesis 


through the accumulation of volumi¬ 
nous data. 
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NOTES 

Red Crossbills. In June 1966, right 
after the Topeka storm, a flock of 
about ten to fifteen Red Crossbills 
arrived in the Chatauqua Park area 
of Beatrice. I never found a nest, but 
they apparently nested. They came 
near the picture window of a friend 
of mine to eat sunflower seeds, and 
brought at least five young to the 
back yard. I don’t know of any sight¬ 
ings since about October 20, when 
construction started on a new house 
in the neighborhood. 

—Mary Sturmer, Beatrice 
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Effects of a Spraying. A 200-acre 
pasture was sprayed with 2,4-D last 
July, primarily to eliminate Musk 
Thistles. These were found in a ten- 
acre concentration, with others scat¬ 
tered lightly throughout the pasture. 
But such sprays affected all broad- 
leafed plants—not only weeds, but 
also bushes, flowers, and trees. In 
this case the use of blanket rather 
than selective spraying affected five 
acres of buckbrush containing four¬ 
teen Redwinged Blackbird nests, a 
half-acre stand of plum bushes con¬ 
taining eight Redwinged Blackbird 
nests and Yellow Warbler's nest, and 
scattered trees and bushes with two 
Mourning Dove nests, one Western 
Kingbird nest and one Eastern King¬ 
bird nest. (The nest-count was made 
in November, so the effect on nesting 
success cannot be given.) No count 
was made of the nests in the grass 
and on the ground. The defoliation 
of these bushes and trees deprived 
the nests of shade and of protection 
against the weather. Other birds and 
animals were deprived of shade and 
of cover, and of the winter food which 
the fruits would have provided. The 
twelve-inch rain last August badly 
eroded sections of this pasture, pre¬ 
sumably because the dead plants 
could not hold the soil together, 
since in similar sections on our farm 
(unsprayed) there was no such ero¬ 
sion. 

We should all do what we can, and 
use what influence we have, to see 
that when spraying is necessary it 
is done on a selective rather than a 
blanket basis. —Scott Moody, Greeley 

Bald Eagles. On February 12, 
1967, Kay and Lynn Mastin, Ronny 
Marrow, and George W. Brown sur¬ 
veyed the Platte River from Kearney 
to Cozad to count Bald Eagles, stop¬ 
ping at all the bridges across the 
river. The westbound trip was made 
on the south side of the river; the 
return trip on Interstate 80 on the 
north side. Temperature 22-45°, wind 


NNW 10-18 mph, sky clear, river 
open, no snow cover. 8 AM to 4 PM, 
total miles 150. Fifty-five Bald Eagles 
were seen, compared with 40 on a 
similar trip last year {NBR 34:49). 

The species and numbers seen 
were; Canada Goose 500, Mallard 
3,000, Pintail 500, Red-tailed Hawk 1, 
Rough-legged Hawk 5, Golden Eagle 
2, Bald Eagle 55 (53 adults, 2 imma- 
tures), Marsh Hawk 2, Pigeon Hawk 
1, Sparrow Hawk 5, Great Horned 
Owl 4, Belted Kingfisher 1, Black¬ 
billed Magpie 5, Common Crow 1,000, 
Western Meadowlark 150, Redwinged 
Blackbird 1, Cardinal 3. 

—George W. Brown, Kearney 


BOOK REVIEWS 

WHOOPING CRANE POPULA¬ 
TION DYNAMICS ON THE NEST¬ 
ING GROUNDS, WOOD BUFFALO 
NATIONAL PARK, NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES, CANADA, by N. S. 
Novakowski, Queen’s Printer, Ottawa, 
1966, 20 pp. $.50. This 8 1/2 by 11 
pamphlet describes the Sass River 
nesting area of the Whooping Crane, 
and the nesting habits. It gives a 
tabulation of the yearly changes in 
the population of wild Whooping 
Cranes from 1954 through 1965, and 
of the nesting success by sites in the 
Sass River area for the same period. 
There are maps and photographs of 
the nesting area, and of a Sass River 
nest, as well as photographs of 
Cranes and a nest from the Aransas 
Refuge in Texas, all in black-and-¬ 
white. Three photographs of Cranes 
(one a juvenile) and one of the Sass 
River area on the cover are in color. 
Anyone interested in the fate of wild 
Whooping Cranes should find this 
well worth the money. It may be ob¬ 
tained for a “cheque” for $.50 (even 
in U. S. funds) payable to the Re¬ 
ceiver General of Canada, sent to 
the Queen’s Printer, Ottawa, Canada, 
with a request for this title, cat. no. 
R65-8/1. --Ed. 
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THE IVORY-BILLED WOOD¬ 
PECKER, by James T. Tanner, 20 
photographs, 22 figures and maps, 
111 pages. $2.00 

THE ROSEATE SPOONBILL, by 
Robert Porter Allen, 20 photographs, 
44 figures and maps, 142 pages. $2.00 
THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR, by 
Carl B. Koford, 31 photographs, 15 
figures and maps, 154 pages. $2.00 
These three reprints by Dover Pub¬ 
lications, Inc., New York, are Re¬ 
search Reports No. 1, 2, andl 4, respec¬ 
tively, of the National Audnbon 
Society. The first two were published 
in 1942 and the last in 1953 as part 
of the Society’s efforts on behalf of 
endangered species, and summarize 
what was known at the time about 
each species, much of it obtained by 
the authors in extensive field studies 
financed by the Society. —Ed. 

THE LIVING BIRD.—edited by 
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. and Doug¬ 
las A. Lancaster, published by The 
Laboratory of Ornithology at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York. 1966: 
241 pp. $4.00 plus 25<* for mailing. 

The Fifth Annual is the largest 
volume of the series. It has 73 photo¬ 
graphs and three color plates. The 
articles are well written, not so tech¬ 
nical that the average person cannot 
easily understand them, and they 
cover a wide variety of subjects. Ex¬ 
amples of titles are: “The Activities 


and Coactions of Animals at Sap- 
sucker Trees,” by William L. Foster 
and James Tate, Jr. (Tate is a mem¬ 
ber of NOU) ; “The Behavior and 
Ecology of the South African Os¬ 
trich,” “Ground-Nesting Great 
Horned Owl: A Photographic Study,” 
and seven other articles. 

After one begins to collect these 
volumes it is likely that he will want 
to get every one as it is published. 

—Doris Gates 

BIRDS OF EUROPE.—by John 
Gould and A. Rutgers. Barnes and 
Noble, Inc., New York. 1966: 321 
pp. $15.00. 

John Gould; was an artist and natu¬ 
ralist and was a contemporary of 
John James Audubon. His paintings 
are more naturalistic and are of the 
birds of Europe. In 1837 he said, 
“. . . productions of distant countries 
have received a much larger share of 
attention than those objects by which 
we are more immediately surrounded: 
. . .” and he set about correcting the 
condition by painting pictures of the 
birds of Europe. 

This volume contains 160 colored 
plates each one being a picture wor¬ 
thy of framing. The text is modern 
and gives the common name as well 
as the scientific name and discusses 
the habits and distribution of the 
birds. —Doris Gates 
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NEST PARASITISM BETWEEN DUCK AND PHEASANTS 
Raymond D. Evans and Carl W. Wolfe 


The purpose of this paper is to 
present findings related to nest para¬ 
sitism between ducks and Pheasants. 
The data presented here is a segment 
of a 10-year study completedi in 1965, 
Pittman-Robertson W-28-R “Life His¬ 
tory and Ecology of the Ring-necked 
Pheasant.” 


During 1958 through 1962, inclu¬ 
sive, 206 duck nests and 874 Pheasant 
nests were examined on two nine- 
square-mile study areas, in Clay 
County, Nebraska. 

Of the duck nests found during the 
study 14 or 6.8 percent were parasit¬ 
ized by Pheasants: 


Ratio of parasitized Percent 

Species nests/total nests parasitized 


Blue-winged Teal 

9/104 

8.7 

Mallard 

4/34 

11.8 

Shoveler 

1/5 

20.0 

Pintail 

0/37 

0.0 

Gadwall 

0/1 

0.0 

Unidentified 

0/25 

0.0 

Total 

14/206 

6.8 


The percentage of successful nests 
parasitized was even higher; 3 out 
of 23 or 13.0 percent. The ratio of 
duck eggs to Pheasant eggs ranged 
from 11:1 to 0.6:1 and averaged 
3.7:1. Seven of the parasitized duck 
nests contained only one Pheasant 
egg. The most heavily parasitized 
nest contained three duck eggs and 
five Pheasant eggs. This nest con¬ 
tained one Blue-winged Teal e^g 
when first discovered and on the next 
visit contained three Blue-winged 
Teal eggs and one Pheasant egg. No 
more dtuck eggs were deposited but 
the Pheasant continued to lay. The 
nest was not incubated. 

Three successful duck nests were 
parasitized but in only one of these 
did a Pheasant egg hatch. The re¬ 
maining Pheasant eggs contained 
dead embryos. 

The parasitized nests were not dis¬ 
tributed in relation to species com¬ 
position, but occurred most frequently 
when duck nests were established in 
the cover type where Pheasant nest 


density was the greatest, namely in 
roadsides. 

Of the total duck nests found 52 
percent were Blue-winged Teal, but 
of the parasitized nests 64 percent 
were Blue-winged Teal. Only 28 per¬ 
cent of all nests were found in road¬ 
sides, but 78 percent of the parasit¬ 
ized nests were located in this cover- 
type. Pheasant nest density was 
greatest in roadsides and Blue-winged 
Teal were the most common duck 
found nesting in roadsides. Thus the 
high proportion of parasitized Blue¬ 
winged Teal nests in roadsides is due 
to this relationship. 

Nests identified as Pheasant and 
parasitized by ducks were rare. Only 
two nests of 874 examined were para¬ 
sitized by ducks. Both nests were 
found in burned wheat stubble and 
were unincubated. One nest contained 
11 Pheasant eggs and 2 unidientified 
duck eggs. The other had 8 Pheasant 
eggs and one Mallard egg. 

—Nebraska Game, Forestation and 

Parks Commission, Sutton 
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RANGE EXPANSION OF THE CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW 
INTO NEBRASKA 

Roger S. Sharpe 


The first published occurrence rec¬ 
ord of the Chuck-wilTs-widow {Capri- 
midgus carolinensis) within the po¬ 
litical boundaries of Nebraska was by 
Gates (1965), reporting the presence 
of a singing male near Peru, Nema¬ 
ha County, Nebraska in late May and 
early June, 1965. According to the 
original observer, Ida May Heywood, 
of Peru, the bird sang near her home 
nearly every night for a period of 
about one month. 

In May, 1966 I received a report 
of a singing Chuck-will’s-widow in 
western Douglas County from resi¬ 
dents of the area. On the evening of 
May 14, 1966 I investigated and 
heard and observed a male of this 
species. My wife and brother and I 
talked to the Chapel Hill residents, 
and they directed us to the part of 
the woods from which the songs were 
commonly heard. Just before sundown 
we entered the woods and positioned 
ourselves, hoping to hear and perhaps 
see the bird. Approximately one half- 
hour after sunset a large bird with 
a wingspread of perhaps 20 inches 
began flying silently through the 
woods in the unmistakable moth-like 
fashion of a nocturnal caprimulgid. 
I have had many opportunities to 
hear and observe the Whip-poor-will 
{Caprimulgus vociferus) and recog¬ 
nized immediately by the size of this 
individual that it was not a Whip- 
poor-will. After several minutes of 
fluttering through the woods, it lit 
on a vertical branch of a Bur Oak 
and commenced singing: chuck-chuck- 
chuck-wilTs-widow — chuck-will’s- 
widow — chuck-will’s-widow. The 
song was perfectly distinguishable 
from that of the Whip-poor-will 
in that four syllables were vocalized 
in a single sequence with an accent 
on the third syllable. Three syllables 
are vocalized by the Whip-poor-will 


with an accent on the last. 

According to local residents, this 
was the fourth season in succession 
during which a Chuck-will’s-widow 
was present in the area. They were 
unable to identify the animal from 
which the call came until this year 
(1966) when one of the residents 
read a newspaper article about the 
bird. At least one individual remained 
in this area for another month be¬ 
cause members of the Omaha Bird 
Club made several trips to hear the 
bird in late May and early June 
(R. G. Cortelyou, pers. comm.) 

On May 24, 1966, Paul D. Lewis, 
James Tate, Jr., and I heard two, 
perhaps three, Chuck-will’s-widows 
singing at Indian Caves State Park in 
north-east Richardson County. Ini¬ 
tially we had some difficulty discer¬ 
ning a single bird singing above the 
din of Whip-poor-will calls. With 
some difficulty we were able to iden¬ 
tify at least two birds singing. The 
following evening we returned to this 
location in an attempt to tape-record 
the calls. We located ourselves on a 
ridge-top from which an individual 
was heard to sing the evening before. 
Shortly after sunset an individual 
began to sing within fifty yards, and 
we succeeded in taping its song. This 
second evening we heard another bird 
singing on an adjacent ridge, but wa 
could not detect a third bird singing. 

According to the 1957 AOU Check¬ 
list of North American Birds, the 
Chuck-will’s-widow is southeastern in 
distribution, the nearest breeding rec¬ 
ords to Nebraska being eastern Kan¬ 
sas and Missouri. The species has 
been noted as casual in southeastern 
Iowa. Prior to 1964 the species was 
recorded but once in Iowa, near Sugar 
Creek in 1933 (Grant, 1963). In May, 
1964 Peterson (1964) observed an 
individual at Wildcat Den State Park, 
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which is near the Mississippi River, 
15 miles downstream from Daven¬ 
port, Iowa. Johnston (1960) reviewed 
the distributional history of this spe¬ 
cies in Kansas, documenting: the spe¬ 
cies’ rang:e expansion northward and 
westward in the state. The first Kan¬ 
sas record for the species was in 1899 
near Wichita. Since it has slowly 
expanded its range westward to Staf¬ 
ford County (1960) which is in the 
south-central part of the state, and 
northward to Shawnee, Johnson and 
Wyandotte Counties just west of Kan¬ 
sas City. Johnston notes also that the 
bird was considered only rare in the 
Kansas City region in 1940 and by 
the mid-1950’s it was considered com¬ 
mon. Johnston suggests that the 
Chuck-will’s-widow will continue its 
range expansion linearly along the 
riverways where suitable habitat 
exists in the state.* 

Apparently the wooded waterways 
are also the mode of this species’ 
range expansion into Nebraska. The 
three Nebraska locality records have 
one factor in common: The habitat 
in which they were found was prin¬ 
cipally Oak-Hickory woodland. Oak- 
Hickory forest in Nebraska is closely 
associated with the Missouri River 
and the river systems which empty 
into it in the eastern part of the 
state. This forest may be found as 
a continuous narrow belt along the 
bluffs overlooking the Missouri Riv¬ 
er, for short distances up the Big and 
Little Nemaha Rivers, along the 
Platte River up to approximately the 
mouth of the Elkhorn, and for a short 
distance along the bluffs on the east 
side of the Elkhorn upstream from 
its mouth. Smaller tributaries flow¬ 
ing into the Platte such as Salt and 
Weeping Water Creeks also support 
good stands of Oak-Hickory wood¬ 
land where topography permits 
(Weaver, 1964). Such forest may be 
as wide as two miles along the Mis¬ 
souri River, extending up the bluffs 
from the flood-plain forest to the 


crests and in many cases beyond 
until prairie or cultivation replaces 
it. 

The western Douglas County rec¬ 
ord may well be as far north and 
west as we may find the species in 
the state. This locality is on bluffs 
above the Elkhorn River overlooking 
the valley of the confluence of the 
Platte and Elkhorn Rivers, one-quar¬ 
ter mile south of U.S. Highway 30. 
Just to the north of the point where 
the highway crosses the Elkhorn, this 
strip of Oak-Hickory forest becomes 
discontinuous and quickly develops 
into open savannah. Below the high¬ 
way the forest is continuous to the 
Missouri River. 

The above evidence suggests that 
the species has found its way into 
Nebraska by way of the forests 
along the Missouri River, it is spread¬ 
ing up the tributaries, and will con¬ 
tinue its range expansion as long as 
habitat permits. 
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*By 1966 they had reached Geary 
County where the Republican and 
Smoky Hill Rivers form the Kansas 
River. Ed. 
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FREQUENCY OF PARASITISM BY BROWN-HEADED 
COWBIRDS OF REDWINGED BLACKBIRD NESTS 
IN LANCASTER COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
Glen E. Dappen 


The Brown-headed Cowbird {Molo- 
thrus ater) holds the dubious title of 
being the only bird in Nebraska that 
regularly exhibits social parasitism. 
Possibly one should say that it is the 
only obligate parasitic bird since the 
Redhead duck (Aythya americana) 
sometimes lays its eggs in its neigh¬ 
bor’s nests. 

Unlike the European Cuckoo {Cu- 
ciilus canorus), the Brown-headed 
Cowbird does not mimic its host’s 
egg pattern. The eggs of the cowbird 
are white with chocolate brown specks 
and spots. The eggs of the Redwinged 
Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) are 
light blue with black stringy marks. 
Because of the coloration, it is very 
easy to tell eggs of the cowbird from 
the eggs of the Redwinged Blackbird. 

The Redwinged Blackbird is not the 
only species that the Brown-headed 
Cowbird parasitizes. Friedmann 
(1963:7) has indicated that of the 
17 species most frequently parasit¬ 
ized, the Redwinged Blackbird ranks 
12th. The Yellow Warbler, Song 
Sparrow, Red-eyed Vireo and Chip¬ 
ping Sparrow rank first through 
fourth respectively. 

PURPOSE 

I wanted to determine the number 
of Redwinged Blackbird nests con¬ 
taining Brown-headed Cowbird eggs. 
Other supplemental information that 
I wished to obtain included: 

1. The average size of the egg of 
A. phoeniceus, 

2. The average size of the egg of 
M. ater, 

3. The average inside diameter of 
the nest, 

4. The average number of A. phoe- 
niceus^a eggs per nest, 

5. The height of the nest. 


6. The location of the nest (over 
water, land, etc.). 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 

On 1 and 2 June, 1960 twenty-two 
(22) Redwinged Blackbird nests 
were examined. The height of each 
nest and the inside diameter of each 
nest was determined by using a 
meter stick. If the nests were located 
over water, two measurements were 
taken; one from the top of the nest 
to the water, and the other from the 
top of the nest to the solid substrate. 
The number of eggs per nest was 
recorded and each egg was measured 
with draftsman’s divider to deter¬ 
mine its length and width. 

All nests examined were in the 
immediate area around Lincoln from 
five different locations. The major¬ 
ity of nests were from location A, a 
large marshy area where a large 
colony of Redwings reside. The nests 
at the other four locations (B, C, D, 
and E) were in small isolated colo¬ 
nies located along small creeks. 
RESULTS 

The information on each nest was 
compiled by location and is given be¬ 
low in Tables I and II. An attempt 
was made to identify the plants sup¬ 
porting the nest, however, if a ques¬ 
tion mark (?) was placed after such 
a plant, this indicated that I could 
not identify it. “New” or “Old” desig¬ 
nated plants which were either alive 
and growing (New) or plants from 
previous years (Old). Additional 
data is given below in tables III, IV, 
and V. 

DISCUSSION 

Nickell (1955) has examined Red¬ 
winged Blackbird nests in Michigan 
over a period of time and he has 
found that all parasitized nests were 
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TABLE I 

LOCATION A 


Nest 

Height 

(top) 

Wt 

Ld 

Diameter 

(Inside) 

Number of 
Rd-Wg 

eggs: 

Cw-Bd 

Support 

1 

46 cm 


X 

7.6 cm 

3 

2 

Old fireweed stems 








(Periphery) 

2 

32/42 

X 


8.0 

3 

0 

Old cord grass 

3 

34/40 

X 


7.8 

1 

0 

New curly dock 

4 

18/40 

X 


8.1 

4 

0 

New marsh (?) grass 

5 

42/59 

X 


7.8 

2 

0 

Old cord grass 

6 

42/55 

X 


8.0 

2 

0 

Old weed (?) 

7 

73 


X 

7.5 

1 

1 

Small elm tree 








(Periphery) 

8 

30/54 

X 


7.9 

4 

0 

New & old marsh grass 

9 

39/51 

X 


8.0 

1 

0 

Old cord grass 

10 

32/49 

X 


8.0 

4 

0 

New cord grass 

11 

29/50 

X 


7.8 

4 

0 

New & old marsh grass 

12 

22/46 

X 


7.7 

3 

0 

New marsh grass 

13 

32/49 

X 


7.8 

4 

0 

New marsh grass 

14 

17/37 

X 


8.3 

4 

0 

New & old marsh grass 

15 

39/59 

X 


7.7 

2 

0 

New marsh grass 

16 

20/39 

X 


8.0 

5 

0 

New marsh grass 


34/48 

14 


7.88 

1794 

0.125 

Averages or totals 


Percent 

of 

nests 

parasitized 

: 12.5% 




Abbreviations: 

Two numbers, i.e., 31/kl. First number indicates distance from 
the nest to the water; Second indicates distance from the 
nest to solid substrate. 

Wt - water 
Ld - land 

Rd-Wg - Red winged Blackbird ( Agelaius phoeniceus ). 

Cw-Bd - Brown-headed Cowbird ( Molothrus ater) . 


either solitary or were located near 
the periphery of the colony. 

Friedmann (1963) reports of a 
Redwinged Blackbird study near Chi¬ 


cago where the incidence of parasit¬ 
ism by the Brown-headed Cowbird 
is extremely low. On the other hand, 
Friedmann indicated that in Decatur 
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TABLE II 


Nest Height Wt Ld Diameter Number of eggs: Support 

(Top) (Inside) Rd-Wg Cw-Bd 






LOCATION 

B 



1 

47 cm 

X 

7.7 cm 

4 


2 

A broad-leaved (?) 
marsh grass 





LOCATION 

C 



1 

106 

X 

7.6 

3 


0 

Small elm tree 





LOCATION 

D 



1 

72 

X 

8.6 

2 


1 

Old sunflowers 

2 

58 

X 

7.5 

0 


1 

New curly dock 

3 

56 

X 

8.4 

4 


1 

Old cattails 





LOCATION 

E 



1 

48 

X 

8.0 

2 


0 

New curly dock 


Percent of nest parasitized: 66.6% 


TABLE III 


ESTIMATION OF COLONY SIZE 

Based upon the number of visible 
Red wing males in the area. 


LOCATION 

SIZE 



A 

50 - 

75 

prs 

B 

3 - 

5 

prs 

C 

2 - 

3 

prs 

D 

8 - 

10 

prs 

E 

3 - 

4 

prs 


County, Kansas Redwinged Black¬ 
bird nests were frequently parasit¬ 
ized with an incidence as high as 90 
per cent. 

It is interesting to compare the 


above stated results from other work¬ 
ers with the data I have obtained. 
The large colony of Redwinged Black¬ 
birds (location A) showed a low inci¬ 
dence (12.5 per cent) of parasitism. 
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TABLE IV 


PERCENTAGE OF NESTS PARASITIZED 

BASED UPON THE SIZE OF THE COLONY 

SIZE PERCENTAGE 

1. Large colony 12.57. 

(Location A) 

2. Small colonies 66.67. 

(Location B - 1007.) 

(Location C - 07.) 

(Location D - 1007.) 

(Location E - 07.) 


TABLE V 


EGG SIZE AND NUMBER 

Red wing Balckbird. (Sample size - 62 eggs.) 

Length Width 

Average 24.6 mm 18.4 mm 

Smallest 21.0 mm 17.0 mm 

Largest 26.6 mm 20.0 mm 

Brown-headed Cowbird. (Sample size - 8 eggs.) 

Length Width 

Average 21.4 mm 16.5 mm 

Smallest 21.0 mm 16.0 mm 

Largest 22.0 mm 17.0 mm 

Number of Red wing Blackbird eggs per nest. 
(Sample size - 62 eggs in 22 nests.) 

Average 2.82 

Low 0.0 (Contained 1 Cowbird egg) 

High 5.0 

Number of Brown-headed Cowbird eggs per nest. 
(Sample size - 8 eggs in 22 nests.) 

Average 0.36 

Low 0.0 

High 2.0 


---- - 

furthermore, the only two nests that 
were parasitized were located at the 
periphery of the marsh and there¬ 
fore it would be easier for a Cowbird 
to gain entrance into the nest un¬ 
noticed. Both of these nests were 
located over land and not over water. 

In the four small colonies that I 
examined, 66 per cent of all the nests 
were parasitized. In these colonies 
it is evidently much easier for a 
Cowbird to fly in unnoticed. 

Nickell (1955) has concluded: ^‘Be¬ 
cause of the combined aggressiveness 
and vigilance of the Blackbirds, few 


Cowbird eggs are deposited in Red¬ 
wing nests that are in definite colo¬ 
nies”. I believe that high incidences 
will only be found in solitary or 
small colonies. 

Reed (1904) indicated the size of 
the cowbird’s egg to be 0.85" X 0.64" 
(2r.6mm X 16.3mm). I found the 
cowbird's egg to average 21.4mm X 
16.6mm. Reed also indicated the size 
of the Redwing’s egg to be 1.0" X 
0.70" (25.4mm X 17.8mm). I found 
the size of the Redwing’s egg to 
average 24.6mm X 18.4mm. 

The inside diameter of the Red- 
wingedi Blackbird nest is quite con¬ 
stant. The variation in size with only 
one exception was five millimeters or 
less. Actually, the chance of error in 
measuring the diameters may contri¬ 
bute to the reported variations. 

Bent (1958:133) reports the num¬ 
ber of eggs per nest to be from 3 to 
5. I found a range from 1 to 5 eggs 
per nest with an average of 2.82. All 
of these clutches may not have been 
complete. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. Of the 22 Redwinged Blackbird 
nests examined, 27.3 per cent were 
parasitized by the Brown-headed 
Cowbird. 

2. The frequency of parasitized nests 
is lower in large colonies than in 
solitary nests or small colonies. 
Only 12.5 per cent (two nests, 
peripherally located) of the 16 
nests were parasitized in the large 
colony; whereas 66.6 per cent of 
the six nests in small colonies 
contained cowbird eggs. 

3. The inside diameter of the Red¬ 
winged Blackbird nest is extreme¬ 
ly constant, averaging 7.86 centi¬ 
meters. 

4. No more than two Cowbird eggs 
per nest was found. 

5. The average number of Redwinged 
Blackbird eggs per nest was 2.82, 
ranging from 1 to 5 in a nest. 
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6. The Redwinged Blackbird’s egg is 
much larger than the egg of the 
Brown-headed Cowbird. (Redwing 
24.6mm X 18.4mm : Cowbird 21.4 
mm X 16.3mm.) 

7. None of the 14 nests examined 
that were located over water were 
parasitized; 75 per cent of the 
eight nests located over land were 
parasitized. 

8. The average height of the 22 nests 
examined was 53.4cm, ranging 
from 37 to 106cm. The 14 nests 
over water varied from 17-42cm 
with an average of 30.6cm above 
the water. 

REFERENCES CITED 

Bent, A. C. 1958. Life Histories of 
North American Blackbirds, Ori¬ 
oles, Tanagers, and Allies. U. S. 
Natl. Mus. Bull. p. 211. 

Friedmann, Herbert. 1963. Host Re- 


LONG-EARED OWL 
Larry C. 

The Long-eared Owl (Asio otus) 
is listed as an uncommon summer 
resident in Eastern Nebraska (Rapp, 
W. F. et al., Revised Check-list of 
Nebr. Birds, Occ. Papers of the Nebr. 
Ornithol. Union, No. 5, 1958) but has 
been reported as breeding in Logan 
County (Glandon, E. W., Nebr. Bird 
Rev., 16:1-21, 1948). In the spring of 
1966, a Long-eared Owl nest was 
discovered near Ames, Nebraska with¬ 
in a half-mile of the Platte River, 
12 feet up in a juniper. A roost was 
found nearby with 76 owl pellets and 
approximately 300 yards from this 
nest site an old nest and roost site 
were found and 184 pellets were col¬ 
lected there. 

The nest dimensions were inner 
diameter-29 cm, outer diameter-35 
cm, inner depth-10 cm andl outer 
depth-26 cm. 

The five eggs were a clean white 
color indicating that they had not 
been laid for long. Their weights and 


lations of the Parasitic Cowbirds. 
Smithsonian Institution. Washing¬ 
ton D. C. Bull. 233. p. 275. 

Nickell, Walter P. 1955. Notes on 
Cowbird Parasitism on Four Spe¬ 
cies. Auk 72:88-92. 

Reed, Chester A. 1904. North Ameri¬ 
can Birds Eggs. Doubleday, Page, 
and Co. p. 356. 

—Department of Zoology and Physi¬ 
ology, University of Nebraska 


Correction to 

THE 1966 NESTING SEASON 

There is a mistake in the Gage 
County information in the 1966 Nest¬ 
ing Report {NBR 35:29-37). I did 
not find a Lark Sparrow nest. This 
card probably was one on an un¬ 
identified Meadowlark nest which I 
had marked Meadowlark sp. 

—Kent Fiala, Beatrice 


NEST IN NEBRASKA 
Holcomb 

measurements given below fall with¬ 
in the limits given by Bent (1938) 
and Sumner (1929). 

25.0g—34.0 X 41.0 mm 
25.8g—34.0 X 40.5 mm 
25.Ig—34.0 X 41.0 mm 
26.3g—35.0 X 42.0 mm 
25.2g—34.0 X 41.0 mm 
Bent {op. cit.) stated that the in¬ 
cubation period is generally consi¬ 
dered to be about 21 days but Arm¬ 
strong (1957) has found it to be 
between 22 and 26 days. The eggs in 
this nest were all present on 15 April 
when it was first discovered. One egg 
did not hatch. The fourth and last 
egg to hatch hatched on 9 May, mak¬ 
ing the incubation period at least 24 
days in length. The four eggs hatched 
over a four day period. 

The young had a white egg tooth 
on the upper mandible only and were 
covered with a fine white natal down. 
They could right themselves when 
placed on their backs on the day they 





Table I. mfan GROWTH OF NESTLING LONG EARED OWLS 




TOES 

WING 

TARSUS 

LOWER WIDTH TOTAL MANDIBLE TIP- 

MANDIBLE MANDIBLE LENGTH NOSTRIL OPENING 

FIRST 

PRIMARY 

LEFT OUTERMOST 
RECTRIX 

WEIGHT 

Day 0 
Nestling 2 


21 

18 

12 

14 

12 

85 

6 



18.3 

Day 1 

Nest. 1 and 

4 

24 

19.5 

13.5 

13.5 

12 

91.5 

6.3 



21.0 

Day 2 

Nest. 2 and 

3 

28 

21.5 

16.5 

15 

13.5 

104 

6.8 




Day 3 

Nest. 1 


29 

22 

18 

15 

14 

105 

7 




Day 4 

Nest. 2 and 

3 

31 

25 

19 

17.5 

16.5 

114.5 

7.8 



39.9 

Day 5 

Nest. 1 


33 

27 

20 

18 

18 

120 

8 



46.1 

Day 7 

Nest. 4 


43 

34 

21 

20 

20 

138 

8.5 

3 

1 

52.9 

Day 10 

Nest. 2 and 

3 

53.5 

45.5 

27.5 

23 

24 

168 

10 

12 

2.5 

116.6 

Day 11 

Nest. 1 


50 

50 

28 

23 

24 

173 

10 

14 

3 

121.8 


-a 
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hatched. By day five they could grasp 
a perch and maintain their weight 
for at least five seconds only if they 
hooked their neck over the perch. By 
day 11, they could all grasp the perch 
but not balance. 

Eyes were closed on day zero and 
day one, beginning to open on day 
two and three, half open on day four 
and five and fully open by day 11. 

One of the four defecated when 
handled on day three and one on day 
11 . 

By day five the juvenal plumage 
feather capsules were projecting from 
the epidermis in the alar, humeral, 
spinal, femoral and caudal regions. 
None of the feather sheaths were 
fringed at this time. By day 11, 
feathers were projected and fringed 
over the entire body of the nestlings. 

The nest was not visited between 
15 May and 28 May. All the young 
were gone on 28 May and the nest 
looked well used. Probably all four 
of the young fledged. Table I gives 
a summary of some growth dath ob¬ 
tained up until day 11. Young were 
marked in hatching sequence by plac¬ 
ing fingernail polish on the toenails. 

THE SIXTY-SIXTH 

Fifty people registered for the 
Sixty-sixth Annual Meeting at Chad- 
ron State Park May 13. A slightly 
larger number attended the banquet 
at Chadron State College. Attendance 
at the meeting may have been held 
down by lack of confidence in the 
weather for the week-end, and be¬ 
cause the extremely erratic weather 
this spring caused outside work to 
pile up. 

The paper session consisted of: 

Merriam’s Turkey Project in the 
Pine Ridge, Harvey Y. Suetsugu 

A Hesperornis from the Pierre 
Shale, Larry D. Martin and James 
Tate, Jr. (speaker) 

Knemidokoptiasis (Scaly-leg) in a 
Redwinged Blackbird, Paul D. Lewis, 


The male owl was never seen in¬ 
cubating the eggs but was always 
perched about 50 feet from the nest 
as I approached. The adult birds flew 
about hooting frantically whenever I 
approached the nest. However, they 
never came closer than perhaps eight 
feet from me. On 9 May the female 
left the nest so quickly that she 
flipped one of the young out of the 
nest where it hung by its neck in a 
forked limb until I placed it back in 
the nest, apparently unharmed. 

The only species that were posi¬ 
tively identified as prey at the nest 
were a mouse (Microtus sp.), an 
American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis), 
and a Yellow Warbler (Dendroica 
petechia ). 

LITERATURE CITED 
Armstrong, W. H., M.S. Thesis, 
Mich. State Univ., p. 30, 1957. 

Bent, A. C., U. S. Natl. Mus. Bull., 
170:153-169, 179, 1938. 

Sumner, E. L. Jr., Condor, 31:103- 
105, 1929. 

— Dept, of Biology, Midland College, 
Fremont, Nebraska. (Present ad¬ 
dress: Dept, of Biology, Creighton 
University, Omaha.) 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Jr. and James Tate, Jr. (speaker) 
Golden Eagle Nest in the Pine 
Ridge, Glen Mitchell 

Some Observations of Nesting 
Eastern Kingbird, C. W. Huntley 
Birds of the Black Hills, Dr. N. R. 
Whitney, Jr. (slides) 

Lesser Prairie Chicken, Roger S. 
Sharpe, (slides and recordings) 

Short-earedi Owls and Other Birds, 
Roy Witschy (movie) 

Nebraska, Land of Grass, shown by 
Roy Witschy, who did much of the 
photography for this Centennial 
movie. 

Dr. Richard G. Beidleman, of The 
Colorado College, spoke on Bird 
Watching on the American Frontier 
after the banquet Saturday night. 
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At the business meeting a revision 
in the method of electing Honorary 
Members was adopted, Earl Glandon 
of Stapleton was elected an Honorary 
Member, and the invitation of the 
Kansas Ornithological Society for a 
joint fall meeting at Lovewell Reser¬ 
voir (just south of Superior) on 
October 14 and 15 was accepted. The 
need for an increase in dues was dis¬ 
cussed, but because this would re¬ 
quire a change in the by-laws no 
action could be taken at the time, 
although the sense of the meeting 
was favorable. The following officers 
were elected: Roger S. Sharpe, Lin¬ 
coln, President; Glenn LeDioyt, Oma¬ 
ha, Vice-President; Mrs. Sigvald Jen¬ 
sen, Weeping Water, Treasurer; Dr. 
Neva Pruess, Lincoln, Secretary; 
Mrs. Jean Tate, Lincoln, Custodian; 
R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha, Editor. 

A snowfall restricted birding on 
the Saturday morning field trip to 
portions of the State Park and to 
the city reservoirs. While there was 
no precipitation Sunday morning, 
birding had to be confined to areas 
close to surfaced roads and covered 
the city reservoirs, city park, and Ft. 
Robinson. In spite of the forced eli¬ 
mination of some good areas 86 spe¬ 
cies were seen during the two days. 
In the following list those birds seen 
on Saturday but not on Sunday (3) 
are marked # and those seen by a 
few die-hards on Sunday afternoon 
only (4) are marked *. 

Horned, Eared and Western 
Grebes; Mallard, Gadwall#, Blue¬ 
winged Teal, American Widgeon, 
Shoveler, Lesser Scaup; Turkey Vul¬ 
ture, Swainson’s Hawk, Marsh Hawk, 
Osprey, Sparrow Hawk; Ring-necked 
Pheasant; Killdeer, Spotted and Soli¬ 
tary Sandpipers, Wilson's Phalarope; 
Herring Gull, Franklin’s Gull#; 
Black Tern#; Rock and Mourning 
Doves; Burrowing Owl; Belted King¬ 
fisher. 


Flicker, Downy Woodpecker; East¬ 
ern and Western Kingbirds, Eastern 
Phoebe, Empidonax sp.; Horned 
Lark; Violet-green, Tree, Bank, 
Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swal¬ 
lows; Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, 
Common Crow; Black-capped Chick¬ 
adee, White-breasted Nuthatch; 
Brown Creeper; House Wren, Brown 
Thrasher; Robin, Swainson’s Thrush, 
Mountain Bluebird; Loggerhead 
Shrike; Starling. 

Black and White, Orange-crowned, 
Yellow, Myrtle, Audubon’s, and 
Blackpoll Warblers, Ovenbird, North¬ 
ern Waterthrush=^ Yellowthroat, 
American Redstart; Eastern and 
Western Meadowlarks, Redwinged 
Blackbird, Common Crackle, Brown¬ 
headed Cowbird; Western Tanager; 
Black-headed and Evening Grosbeaks, 
Cassin’s Finch, Pine Siskin, Ameri¬ 
can Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, 
Lark Bunting, Vesper and Lark Spar¬ 
rows; White-winged* and Slate-col¬ 
ored* Juncoes; Chipping, Clay-col¬ 
ored, White-crowned, White-throat¬ 
ed*, Lincoln’s, and Swamp Sparrows. 


HONORARY MEMBER 

Earl W. Glandon of Stapleton, 
Nebr., a member of The Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union since 1933, has 
made considerable contribution to the 
ornithology of Nebraska by reporting 
regularly on the birds occurring in 
Logan County and by his activities 
in bird banding. He served as Corres¬ 
ponding Secretary of The Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union from 1937 to 
1942 and as Vice President from 1944 
to 1946. He has written a number of 
notes for the Nebraska Bird Review, 
and served as an assistant to the 
editor for several years. Mrs. Glan¬ 
don is also an avid bird student and 
shares his interest and activities. 

Mr. Glandon was elected to Honor¬ 
ary Membership at the regular busi¬ 
ness meeting of NOU at Chadron, 
May 13, 1967. 
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1966 (NINTH) FALL 

Two hundred fifty-eight species 
were listed in the reports for fall of 
1966. If the Empidonax species could 
have beeu identified the count might 
have been higher, and if the Flickers 
had been split it would have been one 
higher. Two other species—'Roseate 
Spoonbill {NBR 34:77) near Has¬ 
tings on August 20, and King Rail 
(NBR 35:23) at Plattsmouth August 
5—were reported separately but not 
included in the reports tabulated here. 

This count of 258 species from 14 
locations compares with 246 species 
from 10 locations in 1965 and 258 
species from 11 locations in 1964, all 
with the same reservations as to un¬ 
identified Empidonax species and 
consolidation of Flickers. The style 
of presentation used in these last re¬ 
ports has been continued: the infor¬ 
mation is presented in a rough west 
(left) to east (right) order, with lo¬ 
cations of about the same longitude 
presented in a north to south order. 
Two dates indicate the first and last 
records during the period. The sym¬ 
bols used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, O, N, D for the months 
S - to indicate a species which ar¬ 
rived before July 1 

- W to indicate species which re¬ 
mained after December 31 

P to indicate a species which is 
present all the year, although the 
same individuals may not be present 
during the whole year, and the num¬ 
bers present may vary greatly be¬ 
tween summer and winter. 

c is used before a date in a few 
cases for which accurate dates were 
not reported (“a couple of days ago,” 
“last Thursday or Friday”). 

H is used in the Richardson column 
because this is the result of an Aug¬ 
ust 15 visit to the area and the spe¬ 
cies definitely were present in the 
spring andl there is no basis for giv¬ 
ing a final date. 


RECORD REPORT 

j and p after dates in the Gage 
County column indicate observations 
made in Jefferson or Pawnee Coun¬ 
ties, respectively. These observations 
usually were used only for species 
not recorded in Gage County. 

X is used when a definite date was 
not given. 

The reporting counties, contribu¬ 
tors, and special comments are: 

Adams (Central), Hastings, 120 
species. Mrs. E. 0. Percival for the 
Brooking Bird Club. The wintering 
Brown Thrasher was seen at a feed¬ 
er in November and December. 

Adams (South), Holstein, 103 spe¬ 
cies. Harold Turner. A Krider’s Red¬ 
tailed Hawk was seen September 1. 
Late Cowbirds were recorded from 
December 21 to 23. 

Cass, Plattsmouth, 132 species. Mrs. 
Donald Wood (reporter), Mrs. Jean 
Schneider, Gary Drown. Three Snow 
Geese and a Blue Goose were seen 
July 14, and a Brown Thrasher on 
December 26. 

Custer, Merna, 58 species. Mrs. 
Eva Mae Kieborz. 

Dawes, Dunlap, 67 species. Mrs. 
W. A. Neeland. Late Loggerhead 
Shrikes were seen November 1 and 
10 . 

Douglas-Saryp, Omaha and Belle¬ 
vue, 154 species. C. H. Swanson, 
Bellevue, and R. G. Cortelyou, Oma¬ 
ha (reporters), John Barton, Fr. A. 
J. Dachauer, E. A. Fitzpatrick, J. M. 
Malkowski, Mrs. Marie Pluta, A. J. 
Sake. An early White Pelican was 
seen August 19, late Great Blue Her¬ 
ons were reported for about Novem¬ 
ber 16 or 17, an early Gadwall July 
9, and a late Brown Thrasher was 
seen December 15 and 26. 

Gage, Beatrice, 101 species. Kent 
Fiala. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 110 species. 
Carol Kinch and Ralph Harrington 
Text continued on page 71 
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Sioux Scblf Dawes 

McPh. 

Line. 

Custer Adams 

South Cent. 

Lane. 

Gage Doug- 
Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. Rich 

Ccoimon Loon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 0 30 

N 19 

- 

- 

Homed Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 

- N 26 

- 

- 

Eared Grebe 


J1 1 

J1 24 

- 

Sp 23 

0 7 

0 26 

- 

- 

J1 4 

0 23 

Sp 25 
0 17 

- 

- 

- 

Western Grebe 

- 

J1 1 

J1 23 

- 

S - 
0 7 

Sp 22 
0 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 0 2 

- 

- 

Pied-billed 

Grebe 

- 

0 2 

0 13 

- 

- 

Sp 12 

N 5 

- 

- 

Sp 7 

N 10 

Sp 25 Au 7p Au 18 
N 14 N 6p D 3 

Sp 6 

N 29 

- 

White Pelican 

- 

S - 
J1 14 

- 

- 

Sp 16 
0 14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 0 20 

0 23 

- 

- 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

- 

S - 

Sp 11 

- 

Sp 18 

0 15 

0 27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 0 2 

0 30 

Sp 14 

- 

Great Blue 

Heron 

- 

S - 
Sp 28 

- 

S - 
Sp 23 

S - 

D 1 

- 

Sp 5 
0 15 

Au 7 

0 4 

Au 28 

- J1 27 
0 30 

S - 
0 29 

Au 9 

Sp 8 

Green Heron 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 16 
Sp 27 

- 

J1 15 Sp 19 

S - 
Sp 25 

S - 
Sp 15 

S - 
Sp 27 

- 

Little Blue 

Heron 












J1 10 - 

Common Egret 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. - 


Au 14 

- 

- 

- 

Black-crowned 
Night Heron 

- 

S - 
J1 24 


S - 
Au 31 

S - 
Au X 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 
Sp 26 

- N 12 

- 

- 

American Bittern 

- 

J1 23 Au 27 
J1 24 

0 1 

- 

- 

- 

Au 27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Trumpeter Swan 

- 

- 

- 

0 16 

0 21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Canada Goose 

- 

J1 1 

D 26 

- 

- 

N 7 

D 27 

- 

0 17 Sp 28 

N 5 

- 

0 27p 0 23 

D 10 

J1 1 

D 26 

0 15 

N 1 

White-fronted 
Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 14 
D 26 

- 

Snow Goose 

- 









0 27p 0 3 

0 28 D 26 

Sp 27 
D 26 

N 8 

D 7 

Blue Goose 










0 27p 0 3 

D 26 

Sp 27 
D 26 

N 8 

D 7 

Mallard 

- 

P 

- 

S - 
0 30 

P 

- 

- 

P 

P 

0 27p Au 18 
D 24 

J1 1 

D 26 

- 

Gadwall 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 26 

N 27 

- 

- 

J1 10 
D 10 

Sp 25 

0 27p 0 15 

N 19 

S 15 

0 23 

- 

Pintail 

- 

D 29 

- 

- 

Sp 23 

0 16 

- 

N 3 
- W 

Sp 25 

0 27p - 

0 23 

D 26 

- 

Green-winged 

Teal 

- 

0 18 

- 

0 30 

Sp 30 

- 

- 

0 15 

N 3 

N 14 

0 27p Sp 23 
0 30 

Sp 27 
D 26 

- 

Blue-winged 

Teal 

- 

S 13 

- 

S - 
0 16 

S - 
N 7 

- 

- 

Sp 5 

0 15 

S - 
Sp 25 

- Au 18 Sp 14 Au 27 - 

0 26 N 8 Au 31 

European 

Widgeon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

American 

Widgeon 

- 

- 

- 

0 26 

Sp 28 
N 28 

- 

- 

0 15 

N 26 

0 17 

0 27p Sp 23 Sp 28 
N 19 

- 

Shoveler 

- 

- 

- 

0 30 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 13 Sp 25 
N 26 

- Au 18 
0 30 

0 23 

N 20 

- - 
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Sioux Scblf Dawes McPh. 

Line. 

Custer Adams 

South Cent. 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Rich 

Wood Duck 











0 3 

0 8 

- 

- 

Bedhead 

- 

- 

- 

0 30 

N 9 

N 18 

- 

- 

0 15 
N 26 

N 14 

0 27p N 5 

N 19 

0 23 

N 29 

- 

- 

Ring-necked 

Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 9 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 
N 14 

- 

- 

N 20 

- 

- 

Canvasback 

- 

- 

- 

S 25 

N 11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

D 3 

_ 

- 

Lesser Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 9 

N 23 

- 

- 

0 26 
D 10 

N 14 

D 25 

0 27p 0 30 

D 3 

N 8 

- 

- 

Cannon Goldeneye 

- 

D 21 

- 

- 

N 14 

D 21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 19 

D 3 

- 

- 

- 

Bufflehead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 22 

N 19 

- 

- 

Sp 26 0 17 

D 31 N 14 

- 

N 12 

0 23 

- 

- 

Rudcfy Duck 

- 

Sp 3 

- 

S - 
0 16 

- 

- 

- 

N 10 
N 13 

Sp 22 

- 

0 30 

0 23 

- 

- 

Hooded kfei^anser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 9 

N 27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 23 

- 

- 

Conmon 

^fer^anser 

- 

N 2 

D 29 

- 

- 

N 18 
- W 

- 

- 

D 31 

- 

- 

0 30 

D 3. 

D 2 

- 

- 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

N 14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Turkey Vulture 

- 

- 

Sp 2 

- 

Sp 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 7p 

- 

Sp 2 
^ 28 

- 

H 

Goshawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 23 

D 26 

- 

- 

Sharp-shinned 

Hawk 

- 

Sp 17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 
N 5 

- 

- 

0 8 

0 15 

0 9 

- 

- 

- 

Cooper's Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 24 
D 22 

- 

Au 18 
Sp 8 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 10 
N 28 

- 

- 

- 

Red-tailed Hawk Sp 10 

P 

Au 20 
0 14 

- 

Sp 24 
D 21 

Sp 29 

P 

P 

P 

- 

Sp 15 
- W 

P 

P 

- 

Red-shouldered 

Havdc 


- 

- 

- 

D 19 

- 

Sp 25 

- 

- 

P 

P 

D 26 

- 

- 

Swainson's Havdc 

- 

Sp 10 

- 

- 

S - Au 13 
Sp 22 Sp 5 

S - 
Au 28 

Au 7 

0 27 

S - 
Sp 3 

Au 7 
Sp 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Broad-winged 

Haidc 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 27 

- 

- 

Rough-legged 

Hawk 

P 

D 29 

D 31 

0 29 
- W 

- 

0 11 
- w 

- 

- 

N 22 

N 28 

0 17 
- W 

N 6p 

- 

N 29 

D 26 

- 

- 

Ferruginous 

Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 23 

- 

Au 8 
Sp 15 

- 

- 

- 

0 9 

- 

- 

- 

Golden Eagle 

P 

P 

P 

- 

N 11 

0 16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

D 6 

- 

- 

Bald Eagle 

- 

D 28 

D 31 

- 

- 

D 11 
- W 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 16 
- W 

- 

- 

Marsh Hawk 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

0 8 0 9 

0 27p N 20 

P 

P 

- 

Osprey 

- 

- 

0 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 2 

Sp 15 

- 

- 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

P 

- 

- 

D 19 
- W 

- 

0 26 

D 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Sioux Scblf Dawes 

McPh. 

Line. 

Custer Adams, 

South Cent. 

Lenc. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Rich 

Pigeon Hawk 

- 

- 

Sp 2 

0 5 

N 5 
- W 










Sparrcw Hawk 

Sp 25 

P 

S - 
Sp 20 

Sp 23 

P 

D 18 

P 

p 

P 

- 

P 

P 

P 

H 

Greater Prairie 
Chicken 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pp 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sharp-tailed 

Grouse 

Sp 10 

P 

P 

P 

P 










Bobwhite 

- 

P 

- 

- 

P 

Au 13 

- 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

H 

Ring‘-necked 

Pheasant 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Au 13 

- 

p 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

Turkey 

- 

P 

P 












Whooping Crane 


- 

- 

- 

- 

0 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sandhill Crane 

- 

- 

0 4 

0 19 

- 

- 

- 

b 3 

N 10 

0 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

American Coot 

- 

S - 
J1 23 


0 16 

Sp 22 
0 27 

- 

- 

Sp 7 

N 10 

Sp 11 0 27p Au 18 
N 14 N 26 

Sp 22 
0 23 

- 

- 

Killdeer 

s - 

Sp 9 

S - 
0 23 

Sp 22 Sp 24 N 24 

Au 13 
Sp 5 

s - 

0 25 

P 

S - 
N 17 

S - 
0 19 

S - 
D 5 

S - 
Sp 16 

S - 
Au 31 

- 

American 

Golden Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 9 

N 20 

- 


- 

Black-bellied 

Plover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 21 

0 17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Conmon Snipe 

- 

D 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 15 

D 20 

- 

- 


Long-billed 

Curlew 


S - 
Au 15 


S - 
Au 3 











Upland Plover 

- 

J1 1 S - 
J1 25 Sp 5 

S - S - 
J1 29 Au X 

- 

S - 
Sp 10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Spotted Sandpiper - 

S - 

Sp 15 

- 

- 

Sp 13 
0 26 

- 

- 

Au 15 
Sp 28 

- 

- 

Au 9 
Au 18 

- 

- 

- 

Solitary 

Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 

J1 12 
Au 7p 

J1 29 

Au 31 

- 

- 

Greater 

Yellowlegs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 28 
Sp 8 

- 

- 

Lesser 

Yellowlegs 

- 

Sp 13 
0 9 

- 

- 

Sp 18 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 3 

0 8 

- 

- 

Au 5 
Sp 8 

- 

- 

Pector^ 

Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 10 

- 

- 

- 

White-runped 

Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 10 

- 

- 

- 

Baird's 

Sandpiper 

- 

Sp 3 













Least 

Sanc^iper 









0 17 

- 

J1 16 Au 31 

- 

- 

Dunlin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dowitcher sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Semipalmated 

Sandpiper 











J1 29 Au 31 - 

- 
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Sio\;x Sc±>lf Dawes McPh. Line. Custer Adams Lane. Gage Deug- Cass Nem. Rich 
South Gent. Sarpy 

^feri)led Godwit - - - - Spl9- 

American Avocet - J1 23 - - - - - Au 7 - - - Sp 16 - 

J1 24 

Wilson's 

Fhalarope -Sp3- 

Herring - - - 0 30 0 26 - - - - - N12 03 

Gull D 11 N 19 

Ring-billed Gull - J1 24 - - Sp 12 - - 0 12 - - 0 22 0 23 

N 13 - W D 3 0 26 

Franklin's Gull - S-J131- S- -05Sp23-O14 “023 

05 0 17 0 13 0 18 

Sabine's Gull - - - - 0 12- - - - - __ __ 

Coirnion Tern - - - - - - - - - -J19 - - - 

Au 18 

Least Tern - - - - - - - - - - -Au5- 

Sp 9 

Black Tern - J1 23 - S - - - - J1 14 S - Au 7p - Sp 9 

Sp 18 Au 13 Au 15 Sp 25 

Rock Dove - PP-P-PPPP PPP- 

Mouming Dove S- P S-S-S-Aul3S- P P S- P S- P H 
Sp 10 Sp 22 D 11 0 24 Sp 29 N 13 0 21 0 23 

Yellow-billed - - -J18S- - - S- - S-S-S-S- 

Cuckoo Sp 5 Au 18 Sp 5 0 2 Sp 1 Sp 9 

Black-billed _ S- - - S- - -J17 - - Aul5S-S- 

Cuckoo Au 22 Sp 5 Au 17 J1 11 

Screech Owl - P - - - - Au 8 P P - P P 

- W 

Great Homed OwlP P P P P - P P P p p P p 

Snowy Owl - - - - - - - - D12-N21- 

D 25 

Burrowing Owl S-Jll- - - - - Au21- 

Sp 28 Au 10 

Barred Owl _-______psp5PP-H 

0 16 

Long-eared Owl - - - - - - - - - - - N22- 

Short-eared Owl PJI S - - - - 0 15- 

J1 30 

Chuck-will's- - 

widow 

Whip-poor-will - - - - - - - - - - _ _S-H 

Sp 7 

Ccranon Ni^thawk - S- S- S- S-Sp 8 S- S- S- S- S-S- S- H 

0 12 Sp 22 Au 20 Sp 13 Sp 21 0 8 08 Sp 9 0 6 Sp 27 0 7 

Chimney Swift - S 7 - - S- Aul3S-S- S- S- S- S- S- H 

Au 31 0 2 Sp 29 Au 25 G 11 0 8 0 8 0 10 0 1 0 7 

White-Uiroated - s- - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ 

Swift Au 20 

Ruby-throated - - - Sp 20 Au 15 - - Sp 9 - Au 20 S - S - S - 

Hummingbird Sp 15 Sp 7 J1 9 Sp 13 
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Sioux Scblf Dawes MePh. 

Line. 

Custer Adams 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Cass 

Nem. 

Rich 








South 

Cent. 



Sarpy 




Bread-tailed 

_ 

_ 

J1 31 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 






Hunmingbird 



Au 22 












Belted 

_ 

P 

S - 

_ 

P 

Au 13 

_ 

P 

P 

S - 

S - 

S - 



Kingfisher 



Au 1 







Sp 17 D 20 

N 28 



FlicOcer 

S - 

P 

0 2 

0 20 

P 

Au 13 

S - 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

H 


Sp 15 


0 29 



D 23 

N 27 








Red-bellied 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

N 13 

N 1 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

H 

Woodpecker 







- W 








Red-headed 

_ 

S - 

S - 

Sp 15 

S - 

Au 13 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Wooc^ecker 


Sp 5 

Sp 20 


Sp 19 0 16 

Sp 16 

D 31 

D 4 

Sp 5 

D 26 

D 3 

Sp 12 


Yellow-bellied 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

D 31 

0 9 






Sapsucker 









- W 






Hairy Woodpecker - 

P 

Sp 1 

_ 

P 

D 30 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 





N 17 












Downy Wooc%)ecker - 

P 

Sp 28 

_ 

P 

Au 13 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 





0 6 



N 26 









Eastern 

- 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Au 13 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

H 

Kingbird 


Sp 10 Au 30 

Sp 9 

Sp 16 Au 24 

Sp 16 

Sp 6 

Sp 11 Au 24 Sp 10 Sp 25 

Sp 11 


Western 

- 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

Au 13 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Kingbird 


Sp 22 Sp 20 

Sp 11 Sp 19 


Sp 10 

Au 31 Au 29 Au 21 Au 14 Au 16 

Au 16 


Cassin's 

_ 

Sp 9 












_ 

Kingbird 


Sp 18 













Great Crested 

_ 












S - 

H 

Flycatcher 







X 



Sp 5 

Sp 11 J1 5 

Au 1 


Eastern 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Sp 22 

_ 

s - 

_ 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

_ 

Phoebe 







X 


Sp 25 J1 4 

0 3 

Sp 27 Au 26 


Say's 

S - 

S - 













Phoebe 

Sp 14 Sp 24 Sp 26 




Sp 28 J1 31 







Traill's 

- 

_ 

_ 

Sp 20 

' _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

J1 14 

_ 


Flycatcher 












J1 19 



Least 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sp 21 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

J1 16 


Flycatcher 








Sp 22 







Western 















Flycatcher 















Enpidonax sp. 

- 

- 

Au 5 

- 

- 

N 8 

Au 26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Eastern 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 

S - 

s - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

H 

Wood Pewee 







Sp 10 


Sp 11 Au 12 Sp 19 Au 12 Au 30 


Western 

- 

S - 

S - 

Sp 12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 






Wood Pewee 


Sp 3 

Sp 16 












Olive-sided 















Flycatcher 









Sp 25 






Itomed Lar^c 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

_ 

P 

P 

P 

Sp 25 

P 

P 

_ 












- W 





Violet-green 















Swallow 


Au 20 













Tree Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Sp 23 Sp 13 

_ 

s - 

_ 

_ 













Au 27 




Bank Swallow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

s - 

_ 

_ 


Au 27 Sp 25 
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EoiJ^-wingsd 

Swallow 

Bam Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 

Purple ffartin 

Gray Jay 
Blue Jay 

Black-billed 

Magpie 

Connion Crow 

Piitbn Jay 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

Mountain 

Chickadee 

Tufted 

Titmouse 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

B3rown Creeper 
House Wren 

Winter Wren 

Carolina Wren 

Long-billed 
tfersh Wren 

Short-billed 
Marsh Wren 

Rock Wren 
Mockingbird 
Catbird 

Brown 'Drra^er 

Robin 

Wood Thrush 


Sioux Scblf Dawes McPh. 

Line. 

Custer Adams 

South Cent. 

lane. Gage 

Doug- 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Rich 

J1 24 Sp 20 



Sp 2 



Au 27 
Sp 3 

- 

S - 
J1 11 

- 

S - s - 

S - 

S - 

Au 13 S - 

S - 

S - S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

- 

Sp 29 Sp 2 

Sp 14 Sp 28 Sp 29 0 3 

0 7 

Sp 25 Au 21 

0 8 

Sp 25 

Sp 30 


S - S - 
Sp 5 J1 30 

- 

S - 
Sp 1 

Sp 5 

Sp 23 

S - Au 12 
Sp 25 

S - 
Au 27 

S - 
Sp 27 

S - 
J1 16 

H 

- - - 

- 

s - 

Au 10 

- 

S - S - S- 
Au 21 Au 21 Au 19 

S - 
Sp 23 

S - 
Sp 1 

S - 
Sp 14 

- 


- 

D 29 













- 

P 

P 

0 11 

P 

Au 13 

N 15 ] 

S - 
D 1 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

H 

- 

P 

P 

0 5 

P 

C 16 

N 12 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

P 

P 

Sp 29 

P 

Sp 29 

N 6 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

H 

Sp 13 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

- 

P 

Au 13 
D 18 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

H 

0 5 

N 20 

D 31 













- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

0 8 

P 

P 

P 

H 

Sp 5 

Sp 27 
- W 

Sp 5 

- 

Sp 1 

0 25 

Au 13 
N 26 

- 

Sp 10 

- w 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

- 

Sp 27 0 10 
Sp 28 - W 

- 

N 3 

Sp 24 
- W 

N 6 

N 12 

- 

0 17 

0 21 

0 16 
- W 

- 

D 3 

N 9 
- W 

- 

" 

- 

D 28 
- W 

- 

- 

0 21 
- W 

N 7 

N 26 

- 

D 10 
- W 

D 26 
- W 

0 8 
- W 

0 10 
- W 

0 28 
- W 



- 

S - 
Sp 10 

Sp 2 

- 

J1 1 

Au 13 S - S - 
Sp 29 Sp 25 Sp 21 

S - 
0 10 

S - s - 
Sp 18 0 19 

s - 

Sp 25 

s - 

Sp 29 

H 










D 3 

0 26 

D 26 

0 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 28 
Sp 10 

- 

- 

S - 
D 26 

Sp 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 
0 8 

- 

0 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 7p 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 6 

0 8 

S - 
Sp 18 












- 

- 

S - 
D 29 

- 

0 25 

P 

- 

S - 
J1 15 

S - 
Au 6 

- 

Sp 4p 

- 

- 

J1 11 

- 

- 

Sp 15 
Sp 22 

- 

Sp 12 


Au 13 

S - 
Sp 23 

S - 
Sp 19 

S - 
Sp 25 

S - 

Sp 10 

S - 
Sp 19 

S - 
Sp 10 

S - 
Sp 19 

H 

- 

Sp 20 Au 26 

Sp 21 

S - 
Sp 1£ 

Au 13 
i Sp 29 

S - 
0 8 

S - 
D 31 

S - 
Sp 4 

S - 
Sp 17 

S - 
Sp 10 

s - 

0 23 

S - 
Sp 13 

- 

- 

P 

S - 
N 8 

S - 
D 11 

P 

Au 13 
N 13 

P 

P 

P 

S - 
0 29 

S - 
N 28 

S - 
0 5 

P 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

- 

- 

H 


Sp 19 
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Swainson’s 

Thrush 


Sioux Scblf Dawes McPh. Line. Custer Adams Lane. Gage 
South Cent. 


Doug- Cass Nem. Rich 
Sarpy 


- Sp 3 - Sp 24 

Sp 16 


Au 31 Sp 4 Sp 26 - 0 23 

Sp 28 


Gray-cheeked 

Thrush 


0 1 


Eastern 

Bluebird 


Spl8Sp4 S- S- S- S- 
D 13 0 25 0 ],7 0 21 N 5 


P S - 
D 28 


P H 


Mountain 0 10 S - 

Bluebird 0 11 N 19 


N 11 
- W 


Townsend's 

Solitaire 


0 29 Sp 25 Sp 20 
- W 


0 21 
- W 


0 10 D 4 - cN 10 - 

0 24 - W 


Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 


0 11 
- W 


N 13 
D 23 


0 28 
N 15 


0 19 
D 31 


0 16 
- W 


0 22 
- W 


0 10 Sp 29 - 

D 26 D 26 


Ruby-crowned - D 29 - 0 16 

Kinglet 


Sp 15 Sp 17 0 16 
0 25 0 30 


0 16 Sp 23 Sp 25 
N 5 D 23 


Water Pipit 


0 17 


Sprague's Pipit 


Sp 28 - 

0 24 


Bohemian Waxwing 


D 5 - - N 5 


Cedar Waxwing - 0 11 

- W 


Sp 11 
N 20 


0 26 Sp 4 Sp 27 J1 21 D 2 
-W -W07 N4 D20 


Northern 

Shrike 


0 23 
- W 


N 11 - 0 15 - N 14 

- W - W 


Loggerhead S- S- S- - S- 

Shrike Sp 12 Sp 10 Sp 2 0 28 


S - S - P 
Sp 15 0 1 


S - S - S - H 
Au 14 D 31 Sp 30 


Starling 


P P D 26 P Au 13 P P P 
D 18 


P 


P P P H 


White-eyed _ _ _ _ _ 

Vireo 

Bell's Vireo - J1 1 - - S - 

Au 1 Au 8 

Yellow-throated - - - - - 

Vireo 

Solitary Vireo _____ 


_S-- 
Sp 15 

S- - S- - S- -JlllH 
Sp 7 N 14 Sp 15 

Sp 5 

- Sp 16 - - - Sp 11 - 


Red-eyed Vireo - S - 
Au 2 


S - 
Sp 29 


S - S - - J1 16 - 

Sp 10 Sp 11 


Philadelphia - - - 0 21 

Vireo 


Warbling Vireo - S - 
J1 25 


J1 17 Sp 9 Sp 15 


S - S - - J1 11 - 

Sp 10 Sp 10 J1 16 


Black-and-white 

Warbler 


Sp 5 


Tennessee 

Warbler 


Sp 1 - - - Au 18 - 

Sp 10 


Orange-crowned 

Warbler 


Au 31 - 0 11 

0 16 ■ 


Sp 17 Au 26 0 8 - 0 15 Sp 27 - 

0 23 0 24 0 16 


Nashville 

Warbler 


Sp 15 - Sp 11 - Sp 15 - 

0 1 0 19 


Yellow 

Warbler 


S- S-06 S-AU15S- S- 
Sp 3 Au 10 Au 26 N 6 Sp 5 Sp 24 


S - S - - H 

Sp 3 J1 25 
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Sioux Scblf E&wes McPh. 

Line. 

Custer Adams 

South Cent. 

Lane. 

Gage 

Doug- 

Saipy 

Cass 

Nem. 

Rich 

Magnolia 

Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 28 - 

Sp 9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Black-throated 
Blue Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

0 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 11 

Au 5 

- 

- 

Myrtle Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

0 9 

Sp 8 
N 15 

- 

Sp 16 0 2 

0 22 0 20 

0 8 

0 16 

0 15 
0 28 

Sp 23 
0 26 

Sp 25 
0 23 

- 

- 

Audubon's 

Warbler 

0 10 

Sp 27 
0 29 











- 

Black-throated 
Green Warbler 














Cerulean 

Warbler 

- 









J1 20 




Blackburnian 

Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 16 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Palm Warbler 














Ovenbird 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 12 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

S - 
Au 29 

- 

- 

- 

Connecticut 

Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mourning 

Warbler 














Yellowthroat 

- 

S - S - 
J1 16 Au 1 

- 

S - 
Au 28 

- 

Au 25 S - 
Sp 15 Au 2 

- 

S - 
Au 4 

Sp 19 Sp 5 

S - 
Au 13 

H 

Yellowbreasted 

Chat 

- 

J1 1 
J1 16 

S - 
Au 1 

Sp 4 

- 

- 

Au 25 - 

Sp 18 

- 

- 

Au 10 

- 

J1 16 

H 

Hooded Warbler 













- 

Wilson's 

Warbler 

Sp 4 Sp 5 
Sp 11 0 23 
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for the Audubon Naturalists Club. 
An early Pied-billed Grebe was re¬ 
corded August 28, and late Redwinged 
Blackbirds November 14 and Decem¬ 
ber 12. The Black-bellied Plover and 
the Dunlin were observed with a 40x 
scope. This was also true of the last 
Bell’s Vireo, also seen at Emerald 
Lake. 

Lincoln, North Platte and Hershey, 
Mrs. M. F. Shickley and Mrs. M„ A. 
Cox. The Sabine’s Gull was reported 
in the January issue (NBR 35:23). 
A late Bell’s Vireo was recorded Oc¬ 
tober 6. The Baird’s and Le Conte’s 
Sparrows were commented on in the 
January issue (NBR 35:24). On the 
Europe Widgeon, Mrs. Shickley re¬ 
ported: There were 7 Widgeons on 
the lagoon at Cody Park. One was a 
male European Widgeon and, close 
enough so that the rufous head and 
buffy crown stripe were clearly visi¬ 
ble. Two of the females had quite 
reddish heads and may have been 
European Widgeons. The birds did 
not fly so I could not see the axillars. 
I called several people but no one 
got over to look until the next day. 
All were gone except one of the 
brownish-headed females. Margaret 
Morton was fairly certain she saw a 
European Widgeon on spring migra¬ 
tion, but again, no one else saw it 
and I think she didn’t report it. 

McPherson, Tryon, 94 species. Mrs. 
Oona Bassett. The Golden-crowned 
Sparrow was reported in the January 
issue (NBR 35:24). 

Nemaha, Auburn, 77 species. Mrs. 
B. F. Mowery. The Little Blue Her¬ 
ons (two) were observed for about 
an hour on a pond Vs mile west of 
her home. 

Richardson, Indian Caves State 
Park, 44 species. James L. Tate, Jr. 
and Roger S. Sharpe (reporter) 
These are species seen there in the 
spring and also on a visit August 15. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 133 spe¬ 
cies. Compiled by Mrs. J. J. Brashear 


and Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter). 
A late American Coot was recorded 
October 2, some straggling Killdeer 
stay all winter, and the Common 
Snipe, which is rarely seen, probably 
is present all year. 

Sioux, Agate, 35 species. Mrs. Da¬ 
vid Hughson. These records begin 
with September 3, when the Hugh- 
sons returned to their ranch. 

RAPTOR RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

The Raptor Research Foundation 
is a newly organized group of those 
interested in birds of prey in a broad 
sense. They have just started to issue 
a quarterly newsletter ($1.00 per 
calendar year), and Associate Mem¬ 
bership is available to anyone who 
makes a financial contribution for a 
particular calendar year. Much of 
the first issue of the newsletter con¬ 
cerned reports on captive breeding 
attempts. The organization is also 
interested in population studies, bio- 
telemetry, education and public re¬ 
lations, and of course, exchange of 
information. If you are interested, 
write to Donald V. Hunter, Jr., Cen¬ 
terville, South Dakota. 

NOTES 

Western Grebe. On May 19, 1967 
I was birdwatching at Ambler’s Lake, 
a small lake about four miles west of 
Stapleton. As I drove along a deser¬ 
ted roadway near the north side of 
the lake I saw a dead bird just off 
the road. It was a Western Grebe. 
I could find no mark of injury but 
it was just a short distance from 
overhead wires, and possibly it had 
been killed by flying into the wires. 
The bird had not begun to decay, in¬ 
dicating that it had not been there 
very long. Since it must have been on 
the lake, or at least passing through 
the area, I consider it correct to count 
it as a first for the Western Grebe 
in this area. 

—Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton 
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Swans. On March 19, shortly after 
I had arrived at Lake Manawa (Iowa, 
just across the river from Omaha) a 
boater put up a large flock of geese 
and ducks, and I was very surprised 
to see a large white bird in with 
them. It flew east away from me, 
and then turned and flew south, then 
reversed direction and went north. It 
was too far away to attempt to deter¬ 
mine the species, but the profile view 
of the long neck left no doubt that it 
was a Swan. Most of the other birds 
returned to the lake later, but I 
didn’t see the Swan again. 

— R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
I saw Swans on the east side and 
north end of Emerald Lake about 
noon on March 9. I drove in over 
a rise and found three great white, 
long-necked birds close to the shore. 
Shortly after I stopped they flew 
about 100 feet and settled in the 
water again. I looked at them with 
lOx binoculars, and could not see any 
yellow on their bills. One of the birds 
was an immature, with a duskiness 
on the head and upper third of the 
neck. After a few minutes the birds 
circled the lake several times and 
then landed on the ice and slept for 
about ten minutes. Every few mo¬ 
ments one of them would raise its 
head and look around and then tuck 
its head back into its wings. Never 
did two raise their heads at the 
same time.It was a bright, clear day, 
and I watched them with a 25x and 
40x scope. After their nap they flew 


a short distance to the middle of a 
large flock of ducks and began to 
feed. This put them too far away 
for close observation and I left. I 
heard a few musical notes that re¬ 
minded me of Canada Geese, although 
there were no Canadas on the lake— 
just four sleeping Snows and twelve 
White Fronts. I called Ralph Har¬ 
rington and he found the three birds 
around 5 PM, at which time they 
flew away. 

—Carol Kinch, Lincoln 

King Rail. A King Rail was seen 
every day from April 2 to April 28 
with only one or two exceptions. It 
was almost as tame as a chicken, and 
I took several snapshots of it April 
18, but I don’t know yet how they 
came out, 

—Harold Turner, Holstein 

American Woodcock. May 7 I 

definitely saw a Woodcock in Fon- 
tenelle Forest, two blocks north and 
a half-block east of the Omaha Walk¬ 
ing Club cabin. I had never seen a 
Woodcock in the wild before, but 
there was no mistaking the long bill 
and large head and the brownish 
ochre flank feathers in the bright 
sunlight. It flew just a short distance 
and gave some short ‘'deeps” when 
it was first flushed. Jim Malkowski 
told me some time ago that he saw a 
Woodcock near Coffin Springs (less 
than a mile away. Ed.) but I couldn’t 
believe him until now. 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

DISTRIBUTION AND TAXONO¬ 
MY OF MAMMALS OF NEBRAS¬ 
KA, by J. Knox Jones, Jr., Univer¬ 
sity of Kansas Publications, Museum 
of Natural History, U. of Kansas: 
vol. 16, no. 1, 1-356 pp., 4 plates, 82 
figs., 1 October 1964, 

This publication follows the format 
of the other state lists of mammals 
emanating from the University of 
Kansas. Only a few (2,000) copies 
are printed and their distribution is 
restricted to those who are profes¬ 
sionally working in the field. 

Nevertheless copies find their way 
to used book dealers and eventually 
to seriously interested amateurs. Andi, 
of course, these publications are avail¬ 
able to anyone through libraries. 

This is a very useful reference, es¬ 
pecially to those interested in the 
flora and fauna of Nebraska and the 
surrounding Great Plains. The first 
49 pages contain a good discussion 
of the environment for mammals in 
Nebraska and the factors influencing 
the distribution and speciation of 
those which occur (ed) in the state. 
Eighty-five species are discussed in¬ 
cluding those which are no longer 
present in the state (i.e. Ovis cana¬ 
densis — bighorn sheep) as well as 
those which have been introduced in¬ 
to the state {Oryctolagus cuniculus 
— European rabbit). 

The publication is heavily weighted 
to taxonomy and distribution as the 
title declares, and does not present 
much biological and ecological infor¬ 
mation for the individual species. I 
should have liked to have seen more 
biological information included. The 
author evidently anticipated this crit¬ 
icism for he wrote, ‘%est I be criti¬ 
cised for preparing this report mainly 
from the taxonomic and distribution¬ 
al approach I would remind the read¬ 
er that little precise information cur¬ 
rently is available concerning the 
ecology of Nebraska mammals. . . 


Certainly there is much yet to 
learn, but are we to dismiss King’s 
(1955) extensive study of the social 
behavior of the black-tailed prairie 
dog, done in South Dakota, as not 
applying to the prairie dogs of Ne¬ 
braska? And can’t Tom McHugh’s 
(1956) work on bison in Oklahoma, 
Wyoming, and South Dakota be ap¬ 
plied to bison at Ft. Niobrara Nation¬ 
al Wildlife Refuge near Valentine, 
Nebraska? 

The physiological adaptation for 
surviving on arid land is perhaps 
one of the more interesting facets of 
mammalian life on the desert or on 
the plains. The detailed work on 
these adaptations in kangaroo rats 
and pocket mice, done elsewhere, ap¬ 
plies also to those living in Nebraska. 

Lack of space is always a problem 
because of costs, but if listings could 
in some way be summarized or short¬ 
ened, more natural history, biology, 
or other information could have been 
included. For instance, the account 
for Peromyscus maniculatus luteus, 
(deer mouse) starting on page 203, 
contains about one and one-third 
pages of remarks and one page as a 
list of specimens examined. The rec¬ 
ords of occurrence, limited to coun¬ 
ties is useful, but a complete list of 
specimens examined could probably 
be filed at the institution and the 
space saved used for these other 
discussions. 

I also feel the drawing of lines of 
demarcation for animal distribution 
on large scale maps is at best very 
subjective and at worst leads to er¬ 
rors. For instance in the distribution 
map of Didelphis (opossum) on page 
59 — why does the Box Butte County 
specimen indicate a continuous range 
with the Cherry County individuals 
rather than with the Keith County 
individuals? I may be more sensitive 
on this point than most, because of 
my experience in Minnesota. There 
the European hare exists by virtue 
'‘of publication”. An unsuccessful in- 
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treduction of the European hare into 
the vicinity of Fort William, Ontario 
was made about 20 years ago. Biol¬ 
ogists and game wardens in north¬ 
eastern Minnesota were alerted to 
watch for any unusual rabbit in the 
area. Much collecting was also done 
in the region. So far none have been 
collected or seen. Hall and Kelson 
(1959) have drawn a line all around 
the Great Lakes which includes parts 
of both Wisconsin andl Minnesota 
within the range of the European 
hare. There are no specimens for 
either state. This in turn leads to 
such statements as Lord’s (1963), 
“In addition, the European hare 
(Lepus europeaus) has been intro¬ 
duced into North America and has 
taken hold in eastern Canada, in up¬ 
per New Yrok and in those sections 
of the United States which borders 
the Great Lakes.” Where accuracy 
is attainable it should be used. In 
small scale maps where large areas 
are covered in a small space, (as for 
instance a map of North America in 
a space of 4 x 5 inches) other meth¬ 
ods, which includes lines, of showing 
geographic range must be used. 

The use of the generic name Sper- 
mophilus for Citellus (ground squir¬ 
rels) has been followed in this publi¬ 
cation. The continued use of Sper- 
mophilus seems arbitrary, in view of 
the fact that a vote of 55 to 20 for the 
continued use of Citellus was recorded 
at the 40th Annual Meeting of the 
Society of Mammalogists (Burt, 
W. H. et, al. 1960), when the matter 
was officially acted upon by the So¬ 
ciety. The addition of an index, in 
addition to the one appearing in the 
keys might have been helpful. 

The author has performed a com¬ 
mendable service in bringing together 
in one place the information on Ne¬ 
braska mammals. The introductory 
discussions concerning the environ¬ 
ment, such as climate, soils, geology, 
and physiography; the distribution of 
mammals, the synonomy in the spe¬ 


cies accounts; and the bibliography 
are the most valuable contributions 
of this publication. 

Burt, W. H. (Chairman) 

1960. Report of the committee on 
nomenclature 

Journal of Mammalogy 41:537- 
539 

Hall, E. R. and K. R. Nelson 

1959. The mammals of North 
America. Ronald Press, New 
York, 2 vols. 

King, John A. 

1955. Social behavior, social organ¬ 
ization, and population dynamics 
in a black-tailed prairiedog town 
in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
U. of Mich. Cont, from the Lab. 
of Vertebrate Biology No. 67, 
123 pp. 

Lord, Rexford D. Jr. 

1963. The cottontail rabbit in Illi¬ 
nois 

Ill. Dept, of Conservation Tech. 
Bull. Number 3. 94 pp. 

McHugh, Tom 

1958. Social behavior of the Ameri¬ 
can buffalo (Bison bison bison). 
Zoologica, Scientific Contribu¬ 
tions of the New York Zoological 
Society. 43(1): 1-48 
Associate Director and Curator of 
Zoology, University of Nebraska 
State Museum; Associate Professor, 
Department of Zoology and Physiol¬ 
ogy. 

—Harvey L. Gunderson 
ATTRACTING BIRDS: FROM 
THE PRAIRIES TO THE ATLAN¬ 
TIC, by Verne E. Davison. Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company, New York, 
1967. 252 pp. $6.95. 

This book gives information on the 
construction of feeders, shelters, and 
bird houses (including dimensions 
and proper placement for 44 species 
of birds) and on the use of trees, 
shrubs, weeds, cultivated crops, arti¬ 
ficial foods such as bread and dried 
fruit, and water as a means of at¬ 
tracting birds. To aid in the applica¬ 
tion of the author’s theme that the 
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proper choice of foods can be used 
to attract the birds one wants and 
to discourage those not wanted, the 
book includes a listing of the choice 
(and sometimes extra choice) and 
fair foods for each of about 400 spe¬ 
cies of birds, and a listing of more 
than 700 foods, plants, etc. showing 
those species of birds for which it is 
a choice and those for which it is a 
fair food. The hope is that by check¬ 
ing the desired foods of the wanted 
species of birds from the first list 
against the second list to see what 
other birds are also attracted by that 
food one can find one or more foods 
that are not attractive to the un¬ 
desired species. The lists are more 
extensive than most available lists. 
For many game birds and many song 
birds the author gives comments on 
specific means of attracting them, and 
for Starlings and House Sparrows 
he comments on means of discourag¬ 
ing them. As the title indicates, the 
book is concerned with birds found in 
the eastern part of the country and 
so, for those species not listed, read¬ 
ers in the western part of the state 
may have to supplement the given 
information by following the method 
outlined by the author to discover 
the specific food preferences of a 
species. This book should be a very 
useful one to libraries and to any 
one who has or who receives many 
questions on feeding and attracting 
birds. Ed. 

BIRDS IN OUR LIVES, Alfred 
StefFerud, Editor. Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife, U. S. De¬ 
partment of the Interior, 1966. 1 
color plate, 80 drawings, 372 photo¬ 
graphs, 576 pp. For sale by the 
Superintendent of Documents, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. $9.00. 

This large (8% x 11 inches) book 
consists of 54 chapters written by a 
total of 61 authors, writing on the 
fields of their specialization. That the 
first two chapters are by Roger Tory 
Peterson and Olin Sewall Pettingill 


tributors. The topics covered (to cite 
just a few) range from birds on 
stamps, on coins, in art, through fal¬ 
conry, to topics more usually thought 
of by birders — bird banding and 
migration, deaths at high towers, 
conservation, bird watching in big 
cities, Christmas Counts, birds and 
pesticides, and the like — to birds as 
helpers and hindrances to farmers 
and timber raisers, hunting, fancy 
pigeons, and commercial poultry op¬ 
erations. With an average of about 10 
pages per chapter for text and pic¬ 
tures it is obvious that no topic is 
treated exhaustively. For a library, 
or for an individual with just a gen¬ 
eralized interest in birds, the book 
would serve as a survey and a ref¬ 
erence book. Individuals with more 
narrow interests might feel that those 
interests could be better served by 
investing the same amount of money 
in books in those specialized fields. Ed. 

STUDIES IN THE LIFE HIS¬ 
TORY OF THE SONG SPARROW, 
by Margaret Morse Nice. 2 vols., 246 
and 328 pp., $1.75 ea. 

THE WATCHER AT THE NEST, 
by Margaret Morse Nice. 19 drawings 
by Roger Tory Peterson, 159 pp., 
$1.50. 

THE BIRDS OF AMERICA, by 
John James Audubon. 7 vols., 246, 
199, 233, 321, 346, 457, 360 pp. (plus 
40 page cross index of old and new 
names in vol. 7). $2.50 ea. 

These are additional reprints of 
ornithological classics by Dover Pub¬ 
lications, Inc., New York. Nice’s 
authoritative SONG SPARROW, 
which earned her a Brewster Medal 
from AOU, has probably been held 
up to every birder at least once as a 
model of what can be accomplished 
at one’s own dooryard, and an ex¬ 
ample to be followed as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Eight years’ study of the popu¬ 
lation of a limited area is summarized 
in Volume I, while Volume II deals 
with the behavior of Song Sparrows 
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other passerines. WATCHER gives 
in a less scientific style various in¬ 
cidents from her studies for SONG 
SPARROW, as well as seven chap¬ 
ters concerning incidents with as 
many other species. It should inter¬ 
est any birder. Audubon’s BIRDS is 
a reprint of the 1840 octavo edition, 
with the 500 plates in black and 
white on a SVz by 8 V 2 page. (The 
plates for the original octavo edition 
were reduced! from, and sometimes 
simplified from, those of the elephant 
folio edition which are usually 
thought of at mention of Audubon 
pictures.) This reprint will appeal 
to those who are interested in Audu¬ 
bon’s text, which is very readable, 
but those interested in his plates 
probably will prefer the large colored 
reproductions available elsewhere. Ed. 

BIRDS OF SOUTHEAST ALAS¬ 
KA, A CHECKLIST, U. S. Forest 
Service and Alaska Dept, of Fish and 
Game, cooperating, 12 pp. 

This small (4 by 7%) booklet gives 
the seasonal abundance and habitat 
for 227 birds in the Juneau area, 
from Glacier Bay to Skagway to 
Wrangell and the Inside Passage. A 
separate list for Upper Glacier Bay 
is included (most of the birds are on 
the main list, too), as is a list of 
birds of the open sea, and marine 
mammals of inside waters, and a 
partial bibliography. A handy ref¬ 
erence for any one visiting in that 
area. Apparently free from Dept, of 
Fish and Game, Subport Building, 
Juneau, Alaska 99801. Ed. 

NOTES 

Common Loon and Dunlins A first- 
year plumage Common Loon, Gavia 
immer, and Dunlins (Red-backed 
Sandpipers), Erolia alpina, were ob¬ 
served and the latter photographed 
on the shore of Kramer Lake, Lan¬ 
caster County, May 21, 1967. Over a 
dozen Dunlins were feeding with 
White-rumped, Baird’s, and Least 
Sandpipers and Semipalmated Plo¬ 


vers. (They were photographed fol¬ 
lowing numerous attempts to get 
close enough for a good shot only to 
be foiled by “interested” bystanders. 
The chase totaled five hours of walk¬ 
ing the birds back and forth over a 
beach of some % mile length.) 

The Loon, which gave the typical 
call of the species, has remained on 
the lake and was seen and photo¬ 
graphed July 1. It seems doubtful 
that the bird would be nesting but 
the site might be good on Kramer 
Lake this year. A second bird has 
not been seen although I thought I 
heard one on a single occasion. 

—C. W. Huntley, Crete 
Little Blue Heron A single Little 
Blue Heron, Florida caerula, in full 
adult plumage was observed on Kra¬ 
mer Lake on June 24, 1967. Although 
the bird was obviously bothered by 
my presence I was able to approach 
through high weeds to a point where 
I could get a recognizable photograph. 
The bird was not seen the following 
day although a rather thorough 
search was made around the lake. 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 
Soras and Black-crowned Night 
Herons. Since the June rains the ba¬ 
sins on our farm are full to running 
over and are all loaded with ducks 
and shore birds. I have about 60 
acres of water. There must be hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of all kinds of 
blackbirds. There are more Soras 
than I ever imagined, as they usual¬ 
ly seem relatively scarce. I saw near¬ 
ly twenty by actual count on one 
trip across my basin. On September 
23 I had six Black-crowned Night 
Herons in my basin. 

—Lee Morris, Bradshaw 
Cinnamon Teal A single male Cin¬ 
namon Teal, Anas cyanoptera, was 
observed at close range and photo¬ 
graphed May 7, 1967, at Lake Oga- 
llala, just below the spillwey of 
Kingsley Dam, Keith County. The 
bird was in close association with 




78 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Blue-winged Teal, Shovelers, Lesser 
Scaup and numerous species of shore 
birds. 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 
Northern Phalarope Less than a 
dozen Northern Phalaropes, Luobipes 
lobatus, were observed on a sandhills 
lake in Sheridan County on May 15, 
1967, and one individual at Kramer 
Lake on May 21. In neither case were 
they with the Wilson’s Phalaropes. 
Those in Sheridan County were swim¬ 
ming whereas the single bird in 
Lancaster County was feeding at the 
shore line in association with numer¬ 
ous other shorebirds. 

— C. W. Huntley, Crete 


Painted Bunting. May 16 I was 
walking along the tracks in Fonten- 
elle Forest when I saw a bird fly low 
ahead of me, showing lots of redl. It 
went into a bush and when I got my 
glasses on it I was very surprised to 
see the green back and blue head of a 
Painted Bunting. Much of the bird 
was hidden by leaves, and while I 
was shifting for a better look it flew 
on, again showing lots of red, but 
this time I lost it while it was still 
flying. 

— R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 


INDEX TO VOLUME XXXV 


Alexis, Oscar 3, 42 
Armstrong, Mrs. John R. 21 
Audubon Naturalists Club 3, 71 
Avocet, American 9, 21, 32, 64 
Banghart, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 21 
Barton, John 60 
Bassett, Mrs. Oona 21, 24, 71 
Beidleman, Dr. Richard G. 58 
Best, Mrs. C. J. 42 
Behrens, Bob 29 
Bennett, Esther 29, 42 
Berg, Chris 42 
Lennart 42 
Bittern, American 4, 61 
Least 4 

Blackbird, Brewer’s 18, 36, 69 
Redwinged 17, 22, 36, 41, 45(2), 
52, 58, 59, 68, 71 
Rusty 18, 41, 69 
YeUow-headed 17, 36, 68 
species 77 

Bliese, John C. W. 29 
Bluebird, Eastern 14, 22, 35, 40, 
44, 67 

Mountain 14, 35, 59, 67 
Blus, Larry 29, 38 
Bobolink, 17, 68 

Bobwhite 3, 7, 22, 28, 30, 39, 63 

Book Reviews 45, 74 
Brashear, Mrs. Jack 21, 71 
Brooking Bird Club 2, 60 


Brown, George W. 42, 45 
Laurie 42 
Linda 42 
Marion 42 
Randy 42 

Bruning, Rev. Keith 42 
Bufflehead 6, 39, 62 

Bunting, Indigo 18, 69 

Lark 19, 37, 59, 69 
Lazuli 18, 69 
Painted 18, 21, 78 
Snow 21 
Burnham, Terry 42 

Canvasback 5, 30, 62 

Cardinal 18, 22, 36, 41, 45, 69 
Carlson, Dave 24 
Catbird 14, 35, 66 
Chat, Yellow-breasted 17, 68 
Chickadee, Black-capped 13, 22, 
34, 40, 59, 66 
Mountain 66 
Chrisman, Beverly 29(2) 

Chuck-will’s-widow 3, 10, 50, 64 

Coot, American 7, 22, 28, 32, 
63, 71 

Cormorant, Double-crested 4, 31, 
61 

Cortelyou, R. G. 3, 23, 29, 38(2), 
50, 59, 60, 72, 78 
Counties 

Adams 2(2), 22, 29, 42, 60(2), 72 
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Banner 21, 29, 38 
Blaine 29 
Brown 2 
Buffalo 29, 42, 45 
Cass 2, 22, 23, 60 
Chase 29 
Cherry 29 
Clay 29, 47 
Custer 60 

Dawes 3, 23, 24, 29, 58, 60 

Dawson 3, 45 

Dodge 26, 56 

Douglas 3, 23, 29, 42, 50, 60, 72 

Gage 3, 29, 44, 60 

Garden 29 

Greeley 29, 38, 45 

Hall 29 

Hamilton 29 

Harlan 3 

Jefferson 29 

Kearney 45 

Keith 77 

Lancaster 3, 29, 42, 52, 60, 72, 

77(2), 78 

Lincoln 3, 23, 24, 61 
Logan 3, 56, 71 
McPherson 21, 24, 61 
Nemaha 21, 42, 50, 61 

Pawnee 3, 29 
Perkins 29 
Phelps 45 
Platte 21 

Richardson 21, 29, 38, 50, 61 
Sarpy 3, 21, 29, 38, 42, 60, 72, 78 
Saunders 3 

Scotts Bluff 21, 23, 29, 38, 42, 61 
Sheridan 29, 38, 78 
Sioux 21, 29, 38, 61 
Thomas 29, 38 

Washington 29, 38, 43 
York 22, 77 

Cowbird, Brown-headed 18, 22, 
36, 41, 52, 59, 60, 69 
Cox, Mrs. Morris A. 3, 71 
Crane, Sandhill 3, 7, 63 
Whooping 63 

Creeper, Brown 3, 13, 40, 59, 66 
Crossbill, Red 19, 41, 44, 69 
Crow, Common 13, 22, 34, 40, 45, 
59, 66 


Cuckoo, Black-billed 10, 64 
Yellow-billed 10, 64 
Cully, Mrs. Henry 21, 22 
Curlew, Long-billed 8, 32, 63 
Dachauer, Rev. Alban J. 3, 38, 

42, 60 

Bankers, Mrs. John 3 
Dappen, Glen E. 

Frequency of Parasitism by 
Brown-headed Cowbirds of Red¬ 
winged Blackbird Nests in Lan¬ 
caster County, Nebraska 52 

Dickcissel 19, 37, 69 
Doole, Dr. and Mrs. Howard P. 

29, 42 

Dove, Mourning 10, 21, 22, 32, 39, 
45, 59, 64 

Rock 10, 39, 59, 64 
Dowitcher, Long-billed 21 
sp. 9, 21, 63 
Drown, Gary 2, 22, 42, 60 
Judy 42 
Duck, Black 3, 5 
Ring-necked 3, 5, 22, 62 
Ruddy 6, 22, 30, 62 
Wood 3, 5, 23, 30, 62 

Dunlin 9, 63, 71, 77 

Eagle, Bald 7, 39, 44, 45, 62 
Golden 7, 30, 45, 58, 62 
Egret, Common 4, 61 
Snowy 3 

Eigsti, W. E. 42 
Evans, Raymond D. 

Nest Parasitism between Duck 
and Pheasant 47 
Falcon, Peregrine 7 
Prairie 7, 39, 62 

Fiala, Kent 3, 29(3), 56, 60 
Field Day, Fall (1966) 22 

Spring (1967) 59 

Finch, Cassin’s 19, 59 

Gray-crowned Rosy 2, 19, 22 
House 19, 37, 38, 41, 69 
Purple 19, 41, 69 
Fitzpatrick, E. A. 60 
Flicker 3, 11, 22, 27, 28, 33, 40, 
44, 59, 65 

Flycatcher, Acadian 12 
Empidonax 2, 12, 59, 65 
Great Crested 11, 65 

Least 2, 12, 65 
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Olive-sided 12, 65 
Scissor-tailed 11 
Traill’s 12, 65 
Western 12, 65 
Yellow-bellied 12 
Folchert, Rick 29 
French, William E. 38 

Frequency of Parasitism by Brown¬ 
headed Cowbirds of Redwinged 
Blackbird Nests in Lancaster 
County, Nebraska 52 

Gadwall 3, 5, 31, 39, 47, 59, 60, 61 
Gates, Doris 3, 23, 24, 29, 38, 
46(2), 50 
Leroy 42 

Glandon, Earl W. 3, 21, 56, 59, 71 
Honorary Member 59 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 14 

Godwit, Hudsonian 9 

Marbled 9, 64 

Goldeneye, Common 3, 5, 39, 62 

Goldfinch, American 19, 22, 24, 

37, 41, 58, 59, 69 
Gompert, Mrs. H. 38 
Goodson, Mrs. E. O. 3 
Goose, Blue 3, 5, 22, 39, 60, 61 
Canada 2, 3, 4, 22, 31, 39, 45, 61 
Hutchins’ 3 

Snow 3, 5, 22, 39, 60, 61, 72 
White-fronted 2, 4, 22, 61, 72 
sp. 21 

Goshawk 6, 62 
Grackle, Common 3, 18, 22, 36, 41, 
59, 69 

Grebe, Eared 4, 22, 31, 59, 61 
Horned 4, 59, 61 
Pied-billed 4, 22, 23, 31, 61, 71 
Western 4, 23, 31, 59, 61, 71 
Grosbeak, Black-headed 18, 36, 
59, 69 

Blue 18, 37, 69 
Evening 19, 41, 59, 69 
Pine 19, 41, 69 
Rose-breasted 3, 18, 36, 69 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed 7, 30, 39, 63 
Grube, G. E. 

Red-headed Woodpecker Preda¬ 
tion on Starlings 43 

Gulls, Bonaparte’s 9 

Franklin’s 9, 32, 59, 64 
Herring 9, 22, 59, 64 


Ring-billed 3, 9, 22, 23, 64 
Sabine’s 23, 64, 71 
sp. 21 

Gunderson, Dr. Harvey L. 22, 75 
Harrington, Ralph 3, 42, 60, 72 
Hatch, Daniel E. 3, 29 
Hawk, Broad-winged 6, 62 
Cooper’s 6, 62 

Ferruginous 6, 62 
Krider’s (Red-tailed) 60 
Marsh 7, 22, 30, 39, 45, 59, 62 . 
Pigeon 7, 39, 45, 63 
Red-shouldered 6, 39, 62 
Red-tailed 3, 6, 22, 30, 39, 45, 
60, 62 

Rough-legged 6, 22, 39, 45, 62 
Sharp-shinned 6, 22, 62 
Sparrow 7, 22, 39, 45, 59, 63 

Swainson’s 6, 30, 59, 62 
Heaney, C. E. 42 
Heartwell, Geralden 29 
Heineman, Mrs. Paul 23, 42 
Helzer, Mrs. Wm. 42 
Heron, Black-crowned Night 4, 
31, 61, 77 

Great Blue 3, 4, 31, 60, 61 
Green 4, 61 
Little Blue 4, 61, 71, 77 
Yellow-crowned Night 4 
Heywood, Ida May 21, 42, 50 
Holcomb, Larry C. 

Nesting of Great Horned Owls in 
Nebraska 26 

Long-eared Owl Nest in Nebraska 
56 

Holmgren, Mrs. Howard 3 
Honorary Member, Earl W. Glandon 
59 

Hughson, Mrs. David 21, 71 
Hummingbird, Broad-tailed 65 
Ruby-throated 11, 64 

Huntley, C. W. 58, 77(2), 78(2) 

Hurlbut, Mrs. Edith 2 
Janko, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 42 
Jay, Blue 13, 21, 22, 34, 40, 59, 66 
Gray 40, 66 
Pinon 13, 34, 66 
Jensen, Mrs. Sigvald 59 
Johnsgard, Dr. Paul A. 23 
Jones, Mrs. A. M. 42 
Junco, Oregon 20, 41, 70 
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Slate-colored 20, 22, 28, 41, 59, 
70 

White-winged 20, 37, 41, 59, 70 
Keim, George W. In Memoriam 24 
Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 42 
Kieborz, Mrs. Ray 60 
Killdeer 8, 32, 39, 59, 63, 71 
Kinch, Carol 3(2), 60, 72 
Kingbird, Cassin’s 65 
Eastern 11, 33, 45, 58, 59, 65 
Western 11,33,45,59,65 
Kingfisher, Belted 11, 39, 45, 59; 
65 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned 14, 40, 
67 

Ruby-crowned 14, 22, 40, 67 
Lark, Horned 3, 12, 22, 34, 40, 

59, 65 

Larsen, Linda 42 
Latka, William 42 

William G. 42 
LeDioyt, Glenn H. 42, 59 
Lemley, George 21 
Lewis, Paul D. 50, 58 

Logan, Mrs. E. C. 2 

Long-eared Owl Nest in Nebraska 
56 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared 21, 
70 

Lapland 21, 41, 70 
McCown’s 21, 70 
Smith’s 21(2), 70 
Loon, Common 61, 77 
Magpie, Black-billed 13, 34, 40, 
45, 59, 66 

Mahoney, Mrs. Don 29 
Malkowski, James 3, 23, 29, 38, 
42, 60, 72 

Mallard 3, 5, 22, 23, 31, 39, 45, 
47, 59, 61 

Marrow, Ronny 42, 45 
Martin, Larry D. 58 
Martin, Purple 12, 34, 43, 66 
Mastin, Kay 45 
Lynn 45 

Maunder, Vera 2, 29, 42 
McMullen, Mrs. Richard 21 
Meadowlark, Eastern 17, 22, 36, 
41, 59, 68 

Western 17, 22, 36, 41, 45, 59, 68 
sp. 17, 41, 68 


Meeting, The Sixty-sixth Annual 58 
1966 Winter 22 
Merganser, Common 6, 39, 62 
Hooded 6, 22, 62 
Red-breasted 6, 62 
Miller, Lora J. 38 

Mitchell, Glen 58 

Mockingbird 14, 40, 66 
Moody, Scott 29, 42, 45 
Morris, A, E. 42 
Lee 22, 77 
Rosalind 42 
Morton, Margaret 29, 71 
Mowery, Mrs. B. F. 21, 42, 71 
Neeland, Mrs. W. A. 3, 29, 60 
Nelson, Burton 42 
Rose Mary 42 

Nesting of Great Horned Owls in 
Nebraska 26 

Nesting Season, the 1966, 29 

Correction to 56 
Nest Parasitism between Duck and 
Pheasant 47 

Nests and Nesting 26, 29, 47, 
52, 56(2) 

Nielson, Mrs. W. H. 3 
Nighthawk, Common 11, 33, 64 
Nuthatch, Pigmy 3, 13 
Red-breasted 13, 40, 66 
White-breasted 13, 22, 34, 40, 

59, 66 

Oriole, Baltimore 18, 36, 68 
Bullock’s 18, 36, 68 

Orchard 17, 36, 68 

Osprey 7, 59, 62 

Ovenbird 16, 35, 59, 68 
Owl, Barred 10, 22, 39, 64 
Barn 10 

Burrowing 3, 10, 33, 59, 64 

Great Horned 10, 26, 32, 39, 

45, 64 

Long-eared 10, 56, 64 
Screech 10, 22, 32, 39, 64 

Short-eared 10, 33, 38(2), 58, 64 
Snowy 10, 64 
Partridge, Gray 7 
Peabody, Ned 29 

Pelican, White 4, 60, 61 

Pennington, lola 29(2) 

Percival, Mr. and Mrs. Elden 29, 
42 
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Mrs. Elden 70 
Perkins, Mrs. S. A. 3 
Pewee, Eastern Wood 12, 33, 65 

Western Wood 12, 33, 65 

Phalarope, Northern 78 
Wilson’s 9, 32, 59, 64, 78 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 7, 22, 30, 

39, 47, 59, 63 

Phoebe, Eastern 11, 33, 59, 65 

Say’s 11, 33, 65 

Pintail 5, 22, 31, 39, 45, 47, 61 
Pipit, Sprague’s 15, 67 
Water 14, 67 

Plattsmouth Wildlife Management 
Area 2, 22, 23 
Plover, American Golden 8, 63 
Black-bellied 8, 63, 71 
Piping 8, 32, 38 

Semipalmated 8 
Upland 8, 32, 63 

Plata, Mrs. Joseph 42, 60 
Poor-will 10 

Prairie Chicken, Greater 7, 30, 63 
Lesser 58 

Pruess, Mrs. Kenneth 59 
Rabbit, Cottontail 26, 28 
Rail, King 23, 72 
Virginia 7, 22, 30, 38 

Range Expansion of the Chuck- 
will’s-widow into Nebraska 50 
Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. 71 
Redhead 3, 5, 22, 30, 52, 62 
Red-headed Woodpecker Predation 
on Starlings 43 
Redpoll, Common 2, 19, 41, 69 
Redstart, American 17, 35, 59, 68 
Reports, 1966 Christmas Bird Count 
38 

Eighth (1965) Fall Record Report, 
Correction to 22 
Ninth (1966) Fall Record Report 
60 

1966 (Forty-first) Spring Migra¬ 
tion and Occurrence Report 2 
Treasurer’s 48 

Ritchey, Mr. and Mrs. O. W. 42 

Robin, 14, 22, 28, 35, 40, 44, 59, 66 

Rumsey, Ronald 42 

Sake, A. J. 60 

Sanderling 9 

Sandpiper, Baird’s 8, 63, 77 


Buff-breasted 9 

Least 9, 63, 77 
Pectoral 8, 63 
Semipalmated 9, 63 
Solitary 8, 59, 63 

Spotted 8, 59, 63 
Stilt 9 
Western 9 

White-rumped 8, 63, 77 

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 11, 40, 
44, 65 

Scaup, Greater 2, 3, 5 
Lesser 3, 5, 23, 28, 30, 38, 59, 
62, 78 

Scheiber, Hazel 42 
Schesinger, A. B. 42 
Schneider, Mrs. Jean 2, 22, 42, 60 
Schultz, Dr. Bertrand 22 
Scoter, Common 2 
sp. 6 

Sharpe, Robert O. 29 
Roger S. 3, 21, 23(2), 29, 38(2), 

58, 59, 71 

The 1966 Nesting Season 29 
Range Expansion of the Chuck- 
will’s-widow into Nebraska 50 
Sherman, Glen 38 
Shickley, Mrs. M. F. 3, 24(2), 71 

Shoenecker, William 23 

Shoveler 5, 22, 31, 47, 59, 61, 78 
Shrike, Loggerhead 15, 24, 35, 40, 

59, 60, 67 

Northern 15, 40, 67 
Siskin, Pine 19, 22, 41, 59, 69 

Skryja, Dave 42 
Snipe, Common 8, 39, 63, 71 
Solitaire, Townsend’s 14, 21, 40, 
67 

Sora 7, 77 

Sparrow, Baird’s 19, 24, 70, 71 
Brewer’s 20, 37, 38, 70 

Chipping 2, 20, 37, 52, 59, 70 

Clay-colored 20, 59, 70 
Field, 20, 22, 70 

Fox 20, 70 

Golden-crowned 20, 21, 24, 70, 
71 

Grasshopper 19, 37, 70 
Harris’ 3, 20, 22, 41, 70 

Henslow’s 20, 70 

House 17, 22, 35, 40, 68 
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Lark 20, 37, 59, 70 
Le Conte’s 19, 24, 70, 71 
Lincoln’s 21, 22, 59, 70 
Savannah 19, 24, 69 
Song 3, 21, 22, 37, 41, 52, 70 
Swamp 21, 59, 70 
Tree 20, 22, 41, 70 
Vesper 20, 24, 37, 59, 70 
White-crowned 20, 41, 59, 70 
White-throated 20, 59, 70 
Spraying, Effects of a 45 
Starling 15, 22, 35, 40, 43, 59, 67 
Steffens, Julie 42 

Mary Ruth 42 
Sturmer, Mary 44 
Suetsugu, Harvey Y. 58 
Swallow, Bank 12, 34, 59, 65 
Barn 12, 34, 59, 66 
Cliff 12, 34, 44, 59, 66 
Rough-winged 12, 22, 34, 59, 66 
Tree 12, 59, 65 
Violet-green 12, 59, 65 

Swan, Trumpeter 61 
sp. 72 

Swanson, Carl 3, 42, 60 

Swift, Chimney 11, 33, 64 
White-throated 11, 64 

Tanager, Scarlet 18, 69 
Summer 3, 18, 69 

Western 18, 59, 69 

Tate, James L. Jr. 21, 22, 29, 38, 
50, 58(2), 71 
Mrs. Jean 22, 59 
Teal, Blue-winged 5, 28, 31, 47, 
59, 61, 78 

Cinnamon 2, 5, 77 
Green-winged 2, 5, 22, 39, 61 
Tern, Black 10, 59, 64 
Common 9, 64 

Forster’s 9, 32 

Least 10, 32, 64 
Thrasher, Brown 3(3), 14, 22, 34, 
40, 59, 60(3), 66 

Thrush, Gray-cheeked 14, 67 
Hermit 14 

Swainson’s 14, 21, 22, 59, 67 
Wood 14, 66 

Titmouse, Tufted 13, 22, 40, 44, 66 
Towhee, Green-tailed 19 
Rufous-sided 3, 19, 37, 41, 59, 69 
Tremaine, Dr. Mary 3, 23 
Turkey 7, 30, 39, 58, 63 


Turner, Elwin 2 
Harold 2, 29, 60, 72 
Vance, Mrs. Alvin 21 
Veery 14 
Velich, Ralph 72 
Vernon, Mary Alice 21 

Vireo, Bell’s 15, 35, 67, 71(2) 
Philadelphia 15, 67 
Red-eyed 15, 52, 67 

Solitary 15, 67 
Warbling 15, 35, 67 

White-eyed 15, 67 
Yellow-throated 15, 67 
Voorhees, Ted and Claire 29 
Vulture, Turkey 3, 6, 59, 62 
Wallace, Doris 42 
Warbler, Audubon’s 16, 59, 68 

Bay-breasted 16 
Black-and-white 15, 59, 67 
Blackburnian 16, 68 
Blackpoll 16, 59 
Black-throated Blue 68 
Black-throated Green 16, 68 
Blue-winged 15 
Cerulean 16, 68 

Chestnut-sided 16 
Connecticut 17, 68 
Hooded 68 
Kentucky 17 

Magnolia 3, 16, 68 
Mourning 17, 68 

Myrtle 16, 22, 59, 68 

Nashville 16, 67 

Orange-crowned 16, 59, 67 
Palm 16, 68 
Parula 16 

Prothonotary 15 
Tennessee 15, 67 

Wilson’s 17, 68 
Worm-eating 3, 15 
Yellow 3, 16, 35, 45, 52, 58, 59, 
67 

Yellow-throated 16 
Waterthrush, Louisiana 17 
Northern 17, 59 
Waxwing, Bohemian 15, 67 
Cedar 3, 15, 40, 67 
Welch, Bernice 29 

Whitney, Dr. N. R. Jr. 58 
Whip-poor-will 10, 50, 64 

Widgeon, American 3, 5, 31, 59, 61 
European 61, 71 
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Willet 8 
Wilson, Florence 42 
Witschy, Mrs. Roy , 38(2), 71 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy 21, 42 
Roy 58(2) 

Wolfe, Carl W. 

Nest Parasitism between Duck 
and Pheasant 47 
Wood, Mrs. Donald 2, 22, 42, 60 
Woodcock, American 72 

Woodpecker, Downy 11, 22, 33, 

40, 59, 65 

Hairy 11, 22, 33, 40, 65 
Lewis’ 11 

Red-bellied 11, 22, 33, 40, 65 


Red-headed 11, 22, 33, 40, 43, 65 
Wren, Bewick’s 13 
Carolina 13, 40, 66 
House 13, 34, 59, 66 
Long-billed Marsh 13, 35, 66 
Rock 13, 35, 66 
Short-billed Marsh 13, 66 
Winter 13, 40, 66 
Yellowlegs, Greater 8, 63 
Lesser 8, 63 
Yellowthroat 17, 59, 68 
Young, Mr. and Mrs. Shaw 21 
Shaw R. 29, 38 
Youngworth, William G. In 
Memoriam 24 


Pay your 1968 dues ($3.00 active, $5.00 sustaining) to Mrs. Sigvald 
Jensen, Weeping Water, Nebraska 68463. Now is the time to do it! 





